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Another year is well under way! I
can hardly believe that February is
[almost] here! (And yes, most of my
outside Christmas decorations are still
up and lit… I haven’t been able to
celebrate with my family yet, so I
figure…) I think we were all hopeful that,
by this time, COVID would no longer be
part of our daily vocabulary; that the
political
rhetoric
would have
quieted
down at
least
somewhat;
and, among
other things,
that we
would be
consistently
– without
interruption
– meeting in
the church
facilities for
worship,
study, and
fellowship
activities.
Well… to
quote a
certain rock
group, ―You
can’t always get what you want.‖
The reality is it has been a very long
and challenging two years! As I – and so
many in our congregation – have worked
to keep lines of communication open and
to expand our means of communicating
with folks – and the ―list‖ of those with
whom we are communicating, as we have
undergone upgrades and added
opportunities for folks to connect, it feels

a bit like we have
been on a neverending, uphill trek.
(A bit like those
poor kids years ago
who had to walk three miles back and
forth to school each day in the snow and
uphill both ways…)
But! BUT! Thankfully, most of the
time, both I
and our
leadership
teams and
much of the
congregation
have been
able to stay
focused on
the positives!
Yes, we have
lost some
folks along
the way BUT
we have also
reconnected
with some
folks AND
we have
welcomed
new folks!
Yes, we have
seen a slight
decline in
income BUT
we have also seen folks ―dig deeper‖ for
– and there are new folks giving toward
– the mission and ministry of Christ’s
Church in this place! Yes, we have been
frustrated with online worship at times,
BUT online worship has enabled us to
reach individuals, couples, and families
we were missing before! Yes, these two
years have been difficult BUT they have
(Continued on page 8)
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Sunday Morning Worship
―Relaxed‖ worship… we
meet in the Fellowship Hall
on Saturdays at 5:00 p.m.
Decaf coffee, hot chocolate,
and water are usually ready –
or you may bring your own.
Bibles, paper, crayons, pens,
are on the tables; we sing, we
pray, we listen, we discuss.
All are invited. All are
welcome. All means ALL!

We are back in the Sanctuary for both 8:00 AM and 10:00 AM worship
beginning February 6th! Masks are required when in the building and we are
remaining physically distanced. We WILL continue to live stream both
worship celebrations to the church’s Facebook page and to YouTube. (You
can also ―tune-in‖ to the archived versions on the church’s Facebook and/or
YouTube pages at any time.) Please note that you do not need a Facebook or
YouTube account to watch! If attending on-line, please be sure to let us
know!
We will continue to send out the Sunday Bulletin/Order Of Worship at
the end of each week and copies of the sermon at the beginning. These are
being sent via the Circuit Rider email list through Realm. If you are not
receiving them and would like to, please let us know.

Discipleship Teams Forming Now!
Join The Team!
Several leadership positions have
opened up over the last few months and
these have not been filled. This can be
blamed somewhat on the timing with
the pandemic and lack of in-person
contact we have experienced.
We have also had a restructuring to
our leadership groups, moving from
separate committees to leadership teams
under the directorship of Discipleship
Ministries. (See article at right.) If you
were part of an old committee, you have
remained as a member of the new team,
unless you have asked to be removed.
In addition to joining any of our
teams, we are looking for volunteers to
join these specific Church Council/
ministry positions:
 Church Council Vice Chairperson
 Worship Chairperson
 Nurture Chairperson
 Youth Member of Church Council
 Young Adult Member of Church
Council
 At-Large Member/s of Church
Council
We are also looking for folks to
serve on:
 Lay Leadership/Nominations
 Worship
 Endowment/Finance
 Any other team to which you may feel
called. (Again, see article at right.)
Please contact Pastor P. or Jenessa.

The Huron United Methodist Church has transitioned our program
committees to five teams under the Discipleship Ministries Teams
umbrella. These teams are Education Team, Nurture Team, Outreach Team,
Worship (& Praise) Team and Mission Team. This is the perfect time to
decide where you would like to serve. Be sure to check out the Discipleship
Ministries bulletin board in the Welcome Center. There are 2 ways to join a
team. 1.) sign up on the clipboard in the Welcome Center 2.) Email Jenessa
at discipleship@huronumc.org.
Education Team Purpose: Teaching ministries that provide lifelong
learning and growth for disciples of all ages. Responsibilities and events
include Wednesday Nights, Sunday School, Small Groups, VBS, Rally Day
and Congregational Easter Egg Hunt.
Nurture Team Purpose: Caring ministries that nurture and encourage
spiritual growth in our HUMC family (member care). Responsibilities and
events include Meals for Families, Coffee Hour, Small Groups,
Congregational Easter Egg Hunt.
Outreach Team Purpose: Ministries that extend beyond the Church
walls and help build relationships with community members.
Responsibilities and events include Rally Day, Trunk or Treat, Children with
Special Needs Easter Egg Hunt, 5th Quarter, Huron Winter Fest.
Worship Team (& Praise) Purpose: Ministries that help us connect
with God. Responsibilities and events include supporting worship
celebrations, Rally Day and Hanging of the Greens.
Mission Team Purpose: Ministries with an outward focus to reach
beyond the congregation to help on a local, regional and global level,
including the Christmas Gift Tag project. Responsibilities and events would
be centered around causes that are important and meaningful to the members
of the Mission Team and/or congregation.
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Lenten Study
We will be reading

WALKING IN THE
WILDERNESS: Seeking
God During Lent by Beth

Richardson. Please contact
the church office (419-4333984 or
secretary@huronumc.org) by
February 14th to reserve your
copy. Cost will be $11.00 to
$14.00, depending on which supplier has books in stock. If
you would like to join in the discussion, we are meeting in
person and via ZOOM on Mondays at 7:00 p.m. (March 7,
14, 21, 28; April 4, 11) and Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. (March 8,
15, 22, 29; April 5, 12).

Mitten Tree Report
It was another successful year for the
Mitten Tree. We collected 98 items to go
to the children of Huron. (photo on page
6) There were gloves and mittens, hats
and scarves, and ear muffs, too. Some
purchased and others lovingly
handmade. They have been sent to the
schools for distribution through the
school nurse.
Thank you from the U-Knitted
Nations and HUMC Quilt Connection groups.

Christmas Gift Tags
The response to the Gift Tag
Project was overwhelming. All the tags
went very quickly and some people
bought double of what was requested.
The family was very appreciative.
Thank you! Your never-ending
generosity is truly spectacular!

Links to Happenings
www.facebook.com/huronumc
On the web: www.hurounumc.org
To view on the You Tube app or YouTube.com, search
for huron united methodist church and subscribe!
Get the Instagram app and see event photos and
videos!
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Support Our Scholarship Fund
The annual scholarship drive for HUMC youth has
begun.
We would like to continue the tradition of offering
scholarships to our youth, most of whom were either
active in a youth group or confirmation. We currently
have $1400 available for 2022; in the past we have awarded
$2000-$6000 in any one
year to high school
graduates or continuing
college students. If you are
able to give a designated
amount to this year’s
annual scholarship drive, it
would be appreciated by
our young people. You can
designate an amount on
your offering envelope or in
your online Realm
contribution.
I have been active with youth for 30 years and I
always remember our congregation giving to the youth for
camperships and scholarships. In my 20 years on the
Scholarship Committee, we have been blessed to have
contributing families, such as Hartley, Hastings, Bettcher,
and Weisenberger, for which scholarships have been
named. We also have a general HUMC fund.
I thought you may like to know what some of our
scholarship recipients are doing who have received
scholarships in the last five years and have graduated
college. Jennifer Semon Routte completed her Master’s
Degree in Public Administration several years ago and has
returned to OSU for law school. Caleb Moore graduated
nursing school early from OU to serve at Cleveland Clinic
near the beginning of the pandemic; today, Caleb works in
the heart transplant unit of that hospital. Brittany Rowen
lives in Bellevue; she completed her MBA and is currently
the Referral Coordinator for Firelands Neurosurgery.
Hannah Hastings is living in Florida and, having
completed a degree in Social Work, is now working on a
Master’s of Counseling and working as a Mental Health
Therapist. Will Wiseman has returned to the Huron area
after completing a business degree at BGSU; he works as
the Firelands Area Director of Young Life. Natalie Wilson
is completing her degree as a physician assistant; she is in
clinicals in multiple Northeast Ohio facilities. Carl
Hastings completed an associate degree and is now
enrolled at Tiffin University for a degree in Cyber
Security. Jordan Prosser completed her Conservation
Science degree and is working at the Columbus
Zoo. Matthew Wilson completed a degree in Criminal
Justice and his Peace Officer Certification; beware, he may
be in a local uniform this spring!
— Alyson Wilson
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Trustee Update:
Vital Repairs Needed
Trustees have been monitoring
the condition of the roof for some
time and we are at a point where
action must be taken to protect the
church facility. Shingles have been
blowing off the roof and steeple.
There are areas of flat roofing that are
allowing water into the building and
an area on the North side of the
building where three roof lines
converge into a single area that is
causing water backup and infiltration
to the building.
In addition to the roof
replacement, there are several other
areas of concern that need to be
addressed. (1) Brick facings on the
East and North sides of the building
have loose mortar joints that must be
repaired by tuckpointing. (2) The
boiler for classrooms, Fellowship Hall
and offices has outlived its useful life.
This fall a significant investment was
required to keep the boiler
operational through the winter. (3)
Removal of a door from parsonage to
the flat garage roof to satisfy safety
and insurance concerns.
Since late summer into fall,
Trustees have met with general
contractors to review these issues,
prepare bid specifications and solicit
bids to replace roof areas, engineer
and remedy problem roof areas, repair
compromised brick facings and
replace the East boiler system. Our
church home needs large and
expensive repairs. The cost to remedy
these issues is approximately
$300,000.
Trustees and the Finance Team
have met cooperatively to consider
and implement the project, as well as
planning financing and repayment
methods. We will reach out to the
congregation for help with a large
portion of the project cost. Please
stay tuned for future communications
and don’t hesitate to contact any of
the Trustees with questions.

Missing shingles from
steeple, roof ridge,
and sanctuary roof.

▲ Multiple converging roof areas

on the rear of the building.
◄ Loose and missing mortar joints

on the Fellowship Hall North wall.

▲ Water damage to plaster walls from

poorly designed roof lines.
◄ The three boilers in parallel that

service the East wing/Fellowship Hall.
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Remembering the
Beauty Of The
Christmas Season

➐

➑

➒

We had another unique Advent
and Christmastime, as we endured
the second year of the pandemic. We
decorated inside and out and,
fortunately, we were able to meet in
person for Christmas Eve, spreading
the celebrations over four worship
times that evening. Maintaining our
presence on Facebook and YouTube
sent our Christmas message out to
many more who could not be with us
in our Sanctuary. (Photos 1-7.)
◄ 8) The generous donations from our

Mitten Tree – 98 items total – for the
children of Huron.
◄ 9) Our courtyard, blanketed with a

fresh layer of winter white.
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Food Pantry Sundays

Prayer Path Work Days
Huron Community Prayer Path
offers a wonderful volunteer
opportunity by way of helping keep
the Path and Labyrinth tidy,
beautiful, and safe for visitors. Each
2nd Saturday of the month there is a
Prayer Path Workday. The fun begins
at 9:00 a.m. and finishes around
11:30. Then lunch together. Bring a
joyful spirit and a pair of garden
gloves. Where? 930 South Main
Street. When? February 12th. See you
there!!
Have you wanted to help with
the Huron Prayer Path and Labyrinth
but couldn’t help on our prearranged
Saturday? Now you can help with a
smaller amount of work and name
your own schedule.
The Prayer Path is looking for
people to adopt a small part of the
path or prayer station. Once a month,
one would clean the prayer bench at
the station, fill prayer pamphlets, and
remove weeds or hanging smaller
branches that hinder people from
being able to sit on the bench.
If you are interested, please
contact Barb Ringle at 216-299-0916
or Loretta Majoy at 419-357-0182.
See us on Facebook!

Altar Flowers 2022
Arrangements remain at $30
each. Indicate ―Flower Fund‖ on your
check’s memo line. Thank you for
continuing to beautify our altar
during worship. You may pick up
your flowers on Monday following,
after 9:30 a.m. If you return the vase

to Church, it will be reused.

Please be
reminded that
Pantry
Sunday is
always the
third
Sunday
of each month
(February 20th),
but donations can be dropped off
anytime the church is open. All
donations stay local to help the needy
of Huron and the surrounding area.

The pantry is accepting egg
cartons again.

Confirmation Class ‘22
Please keep us in your prayers!
We are scheduled to meet in February
on Sunday the 27th from 5:30 -7:00
p.m.

INK & TONER
CARTRIDGES
Place your empty cartridges in the
box by the Fellowship Hall doors.

New HP Chromebooks To Lend
If you have internet service but your
computer doesn’t work so well any longer, HUMC
may be able to help. We have 5 new HP
Chromebooks to lend – you may borrow one as
long as needed. Great for watching worship
online. Members may call the Church Office to
discuss options.

Ways To Help Fill The Virtual Plate
If you are not yet worshipping with us in person on Saturday evenings or
Sunday mornings, there are these options available to
give while worshipping from home.
 Mail your offering to HUMC directly or
use your bank’s bill pay service.
 Drop off your offering at the church.
 Sign up and give online with e-giving through
Realm.

Pastor’s Current Reading List
 MARY QUEEN: A Legacy Of Freedom by Cynthia Marlowe
 NO CURE FOR BEING HUMAN (And Other Truths I Need To

Hear) by Kate Bowler
 FREEING JESUS by Diana Butler Bass
 THE POWER WORSHIPPERS: Inside The Dangerous

Rise Of Religious Nationalism by Katherine Stewart
 BURNOUT: The Secret To Unlocking The Stress Cycle by Emily and Amelia Nagoski
 THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD by Colson Whitehead
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From The Desk (Continued from page 1)
forced us to think of and envision new
ways to be in ministry and new ways
to do ministry! And, they have forced
us to come together in new and
different ways to be The Church!
As we continue to press onward,
know that I am grateful for all the
time and effort so many of you have
put into reaching out and staying
connected! I am grateful for you who
have shared and continue to share
your skills and talents! And I am
grateful for your patience as we have
―stayed the course‖ all the while
trying to keep people safe.
And so, let me close by sharing
words from Isaiah that I have read
almost every day since this journey
began. Let them be, for all of us, a
beacon of light and hope as we
continue together in mission and
ministry!

▲ Saturdays @ 5 went outside to our Bettcher Park on December 4th to take part

in Huron‟s Winter Fest, with what we called “S‟Mores The Merrier!” We
welcomed about 50-60 people with gooey s‟mores and hot cocoa around several
firepits. The Boat Basin fireworks were a festive closing to our time together.

Milestone Briefs

It’s February –
Take Heart
“Kind hearts are the gardens,
Kind thoughts are the roots,
Kind words are the flowers,
Kind deeds are the fruits,
Take care of your garden
And keep out the weeds,
Fill it with sunshine,
Kind words, and kind deeds.”
― Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

PASSINGS
 Frank ―Dick‖ Rossi, 88, husband of
Nancy, on 12/24/21.
 Robert ―Bob‖ Boos, 82, longtime
member, husband of Linda, on
01/15/22.
NEW MEMBER
 Jenessa Faller, wife of Christopher,
mother to Ryelle, Kinsley &
Merrick, on 01/27/22..

“Don’t be afraid, for I am with you.
Don’t be discouraged,
for I am your God. I
will strengthen you and
help you. I will hold
you up with my
victorious right
hand.” –Isaiah
41:10 (NLT)
Grace and peace,
blessings and health,

Pastor P.

February Meetings
Check with Chairperson – meetings
may be virtual, in person or
hybrid.

▲ Newest member Jenessa Faller with

Pastor P. Welcome Jenessa!

Staff-Parish Relations Committee:
No meeting this month.
Christian Education Team: Monday,
February 7th, 7:00 p.m.
Trustees: No meeting this month.
Church Council: Tuesday, February
22nd, 7:00 p.m.
Relaunch Team: TBD if needed.
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February Worship Plans
February 5/6: Fifth Sunday After The Epiphany/
Communion
Scriptures: Isaiah 6:1-13; I Corinthians 15:1-11; *Luke 5:1-11
Sermon: ―Out Where It Is Deeper‖
February 12/13: Sixth Sunday After The Epiphany
Scriptures: Jeremiah 17:5-10; I Corinthians 15:12-20; *Luke
6:17-26
Sermon: ―Blessings & Sorrows‖
February 19/20: Seventh Sunday After The Epiphany
Scriptures: Genesis 45:3-11, 15; I Corinthians 15:35-38, 4250; *Luke 6:27-38
Sermon: ―The Really Hard Stuff‖
February 26/27: Transfiguration Sunday
Scriptures: Exodus 34:29-35; II Corinthians 3:12 – 4:2;
*Luke 9:28-36
Sermon: ―When They Woke Up‖
March 2: ASH WEDNESDAY (Worship at 7:00 p.m.)
Scriptures: Joel: 2:1-2, 12-17; Psalm 51:1-17; II Corinthians
5:20b – 6:10 *Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
Message: ―Direction For The Journey‖
* denotes scripture used for basis of sermon

Notes & Thank Yous
THANK YOU to everyone for
your kind, thoughtful, and generous
gifts at Christmas (and while I was home with COVID)! Please
know how very much I appreciate you and every card, gift,
gesture, etc.! Grace and peace, blessings and health, Pastor P.
––––

THANK YOU to everyone who helped decorate for
Advent and Christmas and everyone who helped put things
away!

Need Ink?
We have been collecting used ink and toner
cartridges for years now to recycle through Staples. Some
full inkjet cartridges have been tuned in. These have been
set aside and are now being offered to anyone who needs
them. The numbers are: Brother LC61BK; HP02 black &
colors; HP15 black (2); HP21 black; HP62 black & tricolor; HP96 black; HP97 tri-color (2); HP952xl black; and
HP962xl yellow, magenta, and cyan (these 3 have been
opened but are full of ink). Contact the Church Office if
you can use any of these. First come, first serve. And please
continue to recycle!

2022 Offering
Envelopes
If you are
continuing to
use offering
envelopes,
they are
available to be picked up
from the table in the front
hallway. Those folks who
have requested 12 monthly
envelopes can find theirs
there also.

Knitters &
Quilters
U-Knitted Nations
meets Monday evening at
7:00 in Rooms 1 & 2.
Sew Days for HUMC
Quilt Connection are the
first and third Fridays each
month, 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
(2/4 & 2/18).
Join the fun and
fellowship! Bring your own
project or start a new one
with our supplies.

February
Birthdays
Pastor Pamela Sayre
Cooper See
Dick Preston
Clyda Cunningham
William Bruns
Jason Cobleigh
Hannah Hastings
Erika Drossman
Edward Noftz
Hallie Pettegrew
Edward Pettegrew
Melissa Fries
Theodore Greenawalt
Donna Balcarcel
Janice Dircks
Michele Meyer
Leslie Bott
William Palmer
David Ingley
Tyson Maddix
Virginia Spitzley
Mark Ziegler
Jerell Taylor
Maxwell Hardy
Gary Denne
Julie Ziegler
Joanne Hubbard
Eric See
Mary Boor
Elizabeth Dees
Joellen Moneck
Amy Cobleigh
Wanda Lyons
Jim Gerish
Heather Merckens

1
1
2
3
3
4
6
6
7
7
7
9
9
10
12
16
16
17
17
17
19
20
20
21
21
22
23
23
24
25
25
26
27
28
29

Liturgists

Money Counters

February 6:
8:00 Lisa Beebe
10:00 Alyson Wilson
February 13:
8:00 Cathi Dix
10:00 TBD
February 20:
8:00 Barb Ringle
10:00 TBD
February 27:
8:00 Carol Dreffer
10:00 TBD

February 6:
Joe Beebe,
TBD
February 13:
Judy Wilber,
Dave Wilber, Mary Boos
February 20:
Dee Hartley,
Bonnie & Ben Lindsley
February 27:
Barb Ringle,
Donna Preston

THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT:
To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
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You are invited to worship with us in person: “Saturdays @ 5” (5:00 p.m.) in our Fellowship Hall, and
Sundays 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. in our Sanctuary (Sundays are livestreamed to Facebook and YouTube)
Pastor: Rev. Pamela J. Sayre; Director of Discipleship Ministries: Jenessa Faller; Director of Music Ministry: Ron Brooker;
Organist: Norma Cook; Housekeeper: Kathy Faller; Treasurer: Joe Beebe; Administrative Secretary: Beth Anne McFarland;
Financial Secretary: Linda Ziegler; Website: Derek Callin. AV: Derek Callin & Chris Harlan. Lay Leader: Dave Wilber.
Current Office Hours 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Monday – Thursday. (Building open 9:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. M–Th.) Closed Fridays.

Huron United Methodist Church

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage
Permit No. 111
Sandusky, OH 44870

338 Williams Street
Huron, OH 44839-1639
(419) 433-3984 fax: 419-433-5344
church email: huronumc@huronumc.org
website: www.huronumc.org

Find us on Facebook and

Instagram

Subscribe to us on You Tube

Address Service Requested

Activities Capsules

Cloggers’ Practice
Mondays, 5:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall

Brownies/Girl Scouts

U-Knitted Nations

Every Tuesday, 5:00 p.m., Rooms 6 & 7

Mondays, 7:00-8:00 p.m. in Rooms 1 & 2

Wednesdays
5:30 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

Choir Practice
Wednesdays 7:00 p.m.

Praise Band Practice
Wednesdays 8:00 p.m.

HUMC Quilt Connection
Friday Sew Days: February 4th & 18th
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Youth Lounge

Saturdays @ 5
Relaxed Worship every Saturday evening
at 5:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall

Communion Sunday

Prayer Path Work Day
Saturday, February 12th
9:00 a.m.- Noon at Zion Lutheran Church

Pantry Sunday February 20th
Circuit Rider Newsletter Deadline
Sunday, February 20th for March issue

PRESIDENtS DAY
Monday, February 21st
Pastor’s & Church Office closed

Confirmation Class
Sunday, February 27th
5:30-7:00 p.m. Rooms 3 & 4 and Zoom
Looking ahead to March:
Lent begins Ash Wednesday, March 2nd
Worship at 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary

February 6th

Huron Community Meals
Every Monday at Noon and
Wednesdays, February 9th & 23rd
5:00-6:00 p.m. First Presbyterian Church

TEAM CHAIRS:

Huron United
Methodist Church
Endowment Fund
“A „Gift of the Future‟
might be a remembrance of
a loved one, a celebration of
a special event, or a gift.”
For Endowment Fund
information, please contact
any Fund Committee
member: Carole Dreffer, or
Jerry Semon.

Please email the
Church Office with your
2022 meeting dates.

See page 8 for February Team Meetings.

