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Just when we thought things
were headed back to ―normal‖…
Wham! Yes, on most days anymore it
feels like we are trapped on a ride that
just will not stop… (That seems an
appropriate analogy… being we are so
close to Cedar Point…) I am not a ―ride
person.‖ Truth be told, I don’t even
really like the Ferris wheel! And, I
particularly hate it when it stops at the
top and you find yourself rocking… or
you think, ―Yay, we’re coming to the
bottom, where it will stop and we can
get off‖ – and it doesn’t… and you can’t!
Just when we thought things were
headed back to ―normal‖…
I have tried, and continue to try,
to keep things in perspective and to
look for the bright side of things
throughout these past 18 months… I
have been planning and working
toward the future! The leaders of the
congregation have been doing the
same! And so now seems like a great
time for another ―pep talk‖ and
recognizing some of the great work

that has been
going on ―while
we’ve been on a
ride that just
doesn’t stop.‖
(I’m sure I will
forget someone or something, so I
apologize in advance, but please know
I am eternally grateful for the work
done by so many as we have strived to
remain the Church during a very
difficult season!)
Thank you to our wonderful
staff! They have continued to carry
out their work and have adapted as
needed. They have all gone above and
beyond their ―assigned duties‖ in
order to keep the congregation
moving forward!
Thank you to our wonderful
volunteer musicians and audio-visual
team! They have changed their
personal schedules, learned knew
technologies, and given so much time,
talent, and energy so that we may all
worship together each and every
Sunday!
Thank you to the entire
leadership team of the congregation!
Every team, board, and committee
continued to meet and do whatever
work needed to and could be
done!
And so, some of the
things that have been
accomplished, of which
you may or may not be
aware, are: Entire
building wired for
WiFi; upgrades to
hardware for
worship; painted
rooms 1 & 2;
(Continued on page 5)
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WELCOME BACK
We look forward to seeing you back in person! As of this printing, we are
following these protocols: 1) STAY HOME if you are experiencing COVID
symptoms; 2) Masks are strongly encouraged for all (this could change as the
Delta variant worsens); 3) Enter through the glass door at the Welcome Center
(those using handicapped parking may use the Narthex doors); 4) Physical
distancing should be maintained – exit through the Narthex doors directly after
worship concludes.

Ultimately, the best thing you can do to protect yourself and others is
to get vaccinated! This will ensure that we can continue with our Fall plans.

We are blessed to have the volunteers and staff to accommodate these
opportunities to worship safely together.
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact any one of
the Relaunch Team members. Please continue to be in prayer for our team.
 Ron Brooker, Music Director (rbrooker7011@gmail.com)
 Alyson Wilson, Worship Chair (alysonwils@bex.net)
 Derek Callin, SPRC Chair/Technology (djcalli59@gmail.com)
 Tom Hastings, Trustee Chair (onewabu@yahoo.com)
 Melissa Fries, Medical Professional (brettnmel1@gmail.com)
 Brett Fries, Medical Professional (brettnmel1@gmail.com)
 Beth Anne McFarland, Adm. Secretary (secretary@huronumc.org)
 Kathy Faller, Housekeeping (kathyatwalnutlane@gmail.com)
 Mike Prosser, Past Church Council Chair (mdprosser518@gmail.com)
 Pastor P., Pastor (pastor@huronumc.org)

Choir Returns
It’s hard to put into words how much
the thought of choir returning to help lead
worship means to you, me, and members of
our choir. It’s been 78 long Sundays since we
last wore our robes and took our seats up in
the chancel. I know I have been impatient,
waiting for the opportunity to get back
together to be able to sing praises to our
Lord. Well, that time is coming. We are planning to start Wednesday
rehearsals on September 1st, and get back where we belong on Sunday,
September 12th.
Now, for those members that are hesitant about singing in person, we are
purchasing special vocal masks, so that you feel safe and comfortable. And, if
you’ve ever wondered about what it’s like singing with us, I’d like to send you a
special invitation to come and try us out. These folks are so very special – we
laugh together, make music together, laugh together some more, and find a way
to be able to take printed words and music and touch souls. There are no
requirements to join – all are welcome to come and share the amazing
experience that singing together brings to both you and the congregation.
I welcome the opportunity to talk to you about this – and if you’re
interested please call me (Ron Brooker) at 419-357-7011.

September 2021

Sunday Morning
Worship
On SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER
12th we will move the 9:00 a.m.
sanctuary worship celebration
back to 10:00 a.m.! Hopefully,
things will look and feel closer to
“normal” as we welcome back
the Chancel Choir, have our
hymnals and Bibles back in the
pews, and begin projecting
lyrics, etc., again.
Please know that, if you are not
comfortable or able to attend worship
in person, we WILL continue to live
stream both worship celebrations to
the church’s Facebook page and to
YouTube (10:00 only until 8:00 moves
back into the sanctuary). You can
also ―tune-in‖ to the archived version
on the church’s Facebook or YouTube
pages at a later time. You do not need
a Facebook or YouTube account to
watch! If attending online, please be
sure to let us know!
We will continue to send out, via
email, the Sunday Bulletin/Order Of
Worship at the end of each week
prior so you may follow along online.
Copies of the sermon are sent during
the week following, so you may
re/read Sunday’s message. These are
being sent via the Circuit Rider email
list through Realm. If you are not
receiving them and would like to,
please let us know.
We can snail mail copies to
those without internet access.
Just let the Church
Office know.
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More Notes
From Annual
Conference
In my first report in the last issue, I promised more
information on a few items. Here are a couple.
To get to the Conference Directory page go to
eocumc.com; go to the Christ Alive in Us block about 2/3
down; in the right hand side bar chose Services &
Celebrations. You should see 26 blocks of videos from
June's Conference. If not, start over.

Christ is Alive in Us

Of local interest was the sighting of Rev. Bruce
Hitchcock. He presented on Teach∙Reach∙Bless, the
campaign in support of Africa University. HUMC is
supporting this project, so for more information on the
progress your dollars are making, or if you just want to see
and hear Bruce, you can get on the conference directory
webpage and chose the second Teach∙Reach∙Bless block.

Christ is Alive in Us

Also from the above page you can chose Service of
Commissioning and move to the 26-minute spot for the
message from Bishop Daniel G. Beaudoin. I found his
message interesting and worth listening to again.

Christ is Alive in Us

We are entering into the season of praying about and
considering which committees, positions and/or services
you will consider supporting for 2022. HUMC needs to
fill the position of Delegate to Annual Conference. If you
are concerned about where the UMC is going and would
like to be a part of the future, consider filling this
position. My favorite part has been the worship services
and music. View some of the other blocks on this website
to witness what the sessions are like and listen to the
messages. They may give you hope for the future. I’ll be
looking for your name on the next roster.
— Dee Hartley

New Upper Room Issue
Your September/October issue of
The Upper Room is ready and waiting
for you to pick up in the Welcome
Center and on the small table near the
entrance from the bank parking lot.
Copies of Our Daily Bread are there
also. Regular and large print sizes are available in both.
The Church Office has not been notified if the online
PDF downloads will continue for this issue.
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On Racial Justice
A Takeaway from Annual Conference/A Book to Read
Christ is Alive in Us

One Resolution was passed at the June 2021
Conference. It is basically the same as the one passed at
the 2020 Conference. Continue to work for Racial Justice.
My thoughts on this have always been, ―don't need
this here,‖ ―HUMC and Huron are integrating one person/
family at a time and this is good, no problems.‖
I started my schooling in Sandusky, Hancock
School. Mixed neighborhood, mixed school. No problems
that I was aware of. Moved to Huron the middle of 4th
grade. No mixing here. Over the years I've come across
some very intolerant people. I know for a fact that there
was a time when, if you were black and drove into Huron
after dark you would get stopped by the police. They
didn't need a reason.
I always knew that as integration progressed, there
would be more and more mixed marriages. People would
find out that the color of your skin will not block love. We
are all children of God.
I know all of this. What can we in Huron do to work
for Racial Justice?
I am a reader of novels. Last month I read The
Kindest Lie by Nancy Johnson. It has had a profound
affect on me. Yes, I accept everyone, but I don't have a clue
of what it means to be ―colored‖ in everyday life. There is
more to this ―white privilege‖ than you could imagine.
Maybe I can work at Racial Justice one novel at a time.
I bought a hard copy (I read the ebook) for you to
read. Pick it up at the Church Office and return it when
you finish. Think about how many times your child went
out the door that you had to seriously be afraid for them.
— Dee Hartley

HUMC Quilt Connection
We are back! Our next Sew Day
dates are Fridays, September 3rd & 17th
in the Youth Lounge, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00
p.m. BYO projects and lunch. If you are not able to meet

with us in person, please use these days to sew at home.
Contact Cathi Dix at 419-433-5645 or quintquilt@aol.com
to receive meeting email reminders.

U-Knitted Nations Resumes
The Knitters are once again
meeting in Rooms 1 & 2 on Monday
evenings at 7:00. Bring your project and
join the fun and fellowship!
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We Have New HP
Chromebooks To Lend

Prayer Path Work Days
Do you enjoy working
outdoors? The Huron Community
Prayer Path & Labyrinth needs your
help. You do not have to commit to
strenuous activities. Each month we
meet on the second Saturday (on 09/11
this month) to do routine maintenance and we could sure use your help!
We meet outside behind Zion
Lutheran Church on Main Street
behind the Community Center. We
start at 9:00 a.m. and work until noon.
We clean the benches, weed and trim
low branches. At the present time, we
are not meeting for lunch. And if you
can only help for an hour, that would
be a blessing too.
Questions?? Call Barb Ringle at
216-299-0916.

Altar Flowers 2021
The Flower
Calendar is up in
the Welcome
Center. Sign up for
the Sunday(s) of
your choice and
indicate any
dedication. There

are only 4 dates
left to fill: October 31st, November
14th & 28th, and December 12th.

Arrangements remain at $30
each. Indicate ―Flower Fund‖ on your
check’s memo line. Thank you for
continuing to beautify our altar
during worship. You may pick up
your flowers on Monday following,
after 9:30 a.m. If you return the vase

to Church, it will be reused.

If you have internet service but your computer
doesn’t work so well any longer, HUMC may be
able to help. We have 6 new HP Chromebooks to
lend – you may borrow one as long as needed.
Great for watching worship online. Members
may call the Church Office to discuss options.

Confirmation Class
2021-22
Ok! We are ready to ―try this
again!‖ After being stopped in our
tracks by COVID, we are going to
start meeting again on Sunday,
September 12th at 5:30 p.m.!
Following the Kickoff, we will
meet [basically] the second and fourth
Sundays of each month (5:30-7:00
p.m.). If you are or have a young
person in the 7th, 8th, or 9th grade
this year and are interested in
participating, please let the office or
Pastor P. know ASAP! If you have any
questions, please contact Pastor P.

Food Pantry Sunday:
September 19th
Please be
reminded that
Pantry
Sunday is
always the
third Sunday
of each
month, but
donations can be dropped off anytime
the church is open. All donations stay
local to help the needy of Huron and
the surround-ing area.

The pantry is accepting egg
cartons again.

Pastor’s “Wishful
Thinking” Reading List
So many
books, so little
time… This is
just a partial
list…
 DARE TO
LEAD: Brave
Work. Tough
Conversations.
Whole Hearts. by Brené Brown
 JUST MERCY: A Story of Justice And
Redemption by Bryan Stevenson
 LEADERSHIP IN UNKNOWN
WATERS: Liminality As Threshold To
The Future by Lisa R. Withrow
 THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD
by Colson Whitehead
 GENEROSITY, STEWARDSHIP, AND
ABUNDANCE: A Transformational
Guide To Church Finance by Lovett H.
Weems, Jr. and Ann A. Michel

September 2021
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New Worship Opportunity
Beginning on Saturday, September 18th at 5:00 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall, we will offer a new opportunity for folks to come
together in worship and prayer. The atmosphere will be relaxed and
casual; the music will include a mixture of styles; and the message will be
short – leaving us time for discussion! This is a great opportunity to invite folks!

New Wednesday Evening Fellowship Time For All
We don’t have a name for it yet… Not all the details are
quite worked out… But we are moving forward! Come one,
come all! We hope to begin on September 15th. Doors will
open at 5:30 p.m. and then classes, discussions, fellowship
opportunities will begin at 5:45 p.m.. At 6:30 PM we will all
gather for dinner in the Fellowship Hall (we’re trying to work it
out so no one has to prepare/bring anything!) followed at 7:00
p.m. by Chancel Choir rehearsal, Kid’s Music, and continued
fellowship/discussion if desired. Come for any or all of the
evening! (Please note: COVID numbers and protocols may change our plan!)
If anyone would like to lead/teach/facilitate a group study or discussion
(think Sunday School on Wednesday, small groups or LOGOS for all ages) or if you
would like to help with meal procurement, please let Pastor P. know ASAP.

A Witness For Giving Back
This month’s witness comes from an unknown
writer from this Church’s past. The following paragraph is
an excerpt from a HUMC bulletin dated September 14, 1969:

During July and August the Church failed to meet its expenses by nearly $400.00,
thus creating what amounts to a financial crises. The seriousness of this situation is
heightened by the fact that on January 1, 1969, the treasury showed a surplus of
$2,000.00. In light of this condition, every member is asked to give immediate attention to
our financial needs. The obvious way out of this dilemma is that each should not wait for
his fellow member to do something; instead, each member should “give according as God
has prospered You.”
It’s funny what a difference 52 years will make and how we look at $400 – it’s
not much compared to today’s HUMC yearly budget of over a quarter of a million
dollars. In fact, $400 may now be the amount of one month’s contribution from
only one parishioner! Oh inflation!
Although our present day giving has been affected throughout this pandemic,
and giving is, as usual, down during the summer months, we have maintained and
at a level that is concerning, although nowhere near a ―financial crisis.‖ But the
same request still applies – if God has ―prospered you,‖ please ―do something‖ by
giving a portion back to His Church in accordance.

Ways to help fill the Virtual Plate
 Mail your offering to HUMC directly or use your bank’s bill pay service.
 Drop off your offering at the church.
 Sign up and give online with e-giving through Realm.

From The Desk (Continued from page 1)
upgraded software; purchased a
tent for outside activities; removed
shrubs around the back of the
building; trimmed shrubs around
the entire facility including the
lilacs in the courtyard; installed
pavers for better access to Bettcher
Park from the bank parking lot;
installed a handicap accessible
ramp at the entrance nearest the
men’s restroom; installed new
phones (ongoing); cleaned
downspouts; installed equipment
in the sanctuary for air handling/
cleaning; new offering box;
purchased new keyboard and
sound system for outside worship,
etc.; and installed a new chime
system!
We have written and sent
cards and letters, shipped out
copies of devotionals, emailed all
sorts of information, and done
everything in our power to keep
folks connected to one another
and the Church! And, no matter
what, we keep planning for the
future! Like you, I am hopeful
things will get back to at least
some semblance of normalcy
sooner rather than later but I also
want us to be safe and to
remember that we are in covenant
with one another and that we need
to proceed in a manner that takes
into consideration the health and
welfare of all.
Eventually, the ride will come
to a stop and we will be able to get
off. We will get back to [a new]
normal. And when that happens,
let us not forget all the things we
saw and learned and experienced
on the ride.
Let us be in prayer for one
another and may we always
remember: ―All are invited. All are
welcome. All means ALL!‖
Grace and Peace,
Blessings and Health,

Pastor P.
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An Invitation To Visit
From CCHO

This summer‟s
Vacation Bible
School was a huge
success! Hosted in
cooperation with
First Presbyterian
Church, it featured
the theme of Kids‟
Olympics. There
were 23 children
who participated on
August 3rd, 4th, and
5th.
Each day, they
enjoyed a Bible
lesson, craft time,
and lots and lots of
games – after all, it
was the Olympics!
And let‟s not forget
about the yummy
snacks, too!
Thanks to all the
families that
participated and all
the great staff and
volunteers, who
made this happen.
And thanks to God
for the perfect
weather!– especially for water day!
See more great pics
online at
facebook.com/
huronumc.

Dear Pastor,
I want to personally invite you
and anyone in your congregation to
take part in the United Methodist
Volunteers in Mission‟s tour of
the Christian Children‟s Home of
Ohio (Advance Special 9977). The
event takes place on Wednesday,
September 29th from 10:00-2:00.
The special day includes free
breakfast and lunch. Guests will
get a wagon ride and walking tour
of our beautiful 165-acre campus.
You’ll get to check out our
horseback riding stables, indoor
gymnasium, rock climbing wall &
zipline, hiking trail, disc golf
course, beehive colony, resident
cottages, school, chapel and more.
During lunch in our
Leadership Center, the children
will perform a special musical
number. Afterwards, you’ll get to
learn more about our ministry from
our leadership team. You’ll meet
our Residential Director, Campus
Chaplain, Director of HR and
Director of Development.
To RSVP, simply email me at
walkerd@ccho.org. If you have
questions, call me anytime. I hope
to see you there!
Peace & Blessings,

David

Pastor David Walker
Donor Relations Manager
Christian Children's Home of Ohio
330.345.7949 ext. 2617
330.416.9768 (mobile)
Note: CCHO is located in
Wooster, OH, 2685 Armstrong Rd.
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Notes & Thank Yous
Thank you to everyone who helped
make our VBS such a wonderful success!
We had 23 kids involved in our Olympic
themed event and a great team of leaders
from both our congregation and that of
First Presbyterian Church of Huron!
Way to go, Church!
–––

Dear Huron United Methodist Church:
Thank you so very much for your
contributions to the Kiwanis Club of
Berlin Heights shoe drive. As of today, we
collected 2630 pairs of new or gently used
shoes sandals, sneakers and boots to send
to Honduras, Haiti, Togo, Mali,
Indonesia and Poland. This project in
micro economics will provide shoe
inventories for young women
entrepreneurs who will start up their own
businesses in their homes, providing them
with a means of starting a new
economically secure life.
Kiwanis is a global organization of
volunteers dedicated to improving the
world, one child and one community at a
time. This global outreach will enable
many individuals in third world
countries to build a better life for
themselves and their families. Since 38%
of global transportation is by foot, it also
serves a practical purpose in providing
much needed footwear to individuals at
an affordable cost.
Our goal was to collect 2500 pairs
of shoes, sandals, sneakers and boots. We
exceeded our goal because of the
contributions that you and other
community organizations have given. The
members of the Kiwanis Club of Berlin
Heights thank you for your support, your
prayers and your generosity!
Mike Amstutz
Spiritual Aims Committee/
Past President

September
Worship Plans
No matter what, we can always study
and worship ―together!‖
September 5: Fifteenth Sunday After
Pentecost/Communion
Scriptures: Psalm 125; James 2:1-10, 14-17;
*Mark 7:24-37
Sermon: ―Good Answer!‖
September 12: Sixteenth Sunday After
Pentecost/―Rally Day‖
Scriptures: Psalm 19; James 3:1-12; *Mark
8:27-38
Sermon: ―Point Of View…‖
September 19: Seventeenth Sunday After
Pentecost
Scriptures: Psalm 1; James 3:13 – 4:3, 7-8a;
*Mark 9:30-37
Sermon: ―Pecking Order‖
September 26: Eighteenth Sunday After
Pentecost
Scriptures: Psalm 124; James 5:13-20;
*Mark 9:38-50
Sermon: ―If…‖
* denotes scripture used for basis of sermon

September Meetings

September Birthdays
Elaine Finley
Bryce Collins
Michael Prosser
Faith Greenawalt
Drew Wennes
Larraine Diffenbacher
Abram Fortune
Rex Houseman
Peter Iversen
Diane Graebner
Andrew Fortune
Rachel Merckens
Beth Hanson
Rachel Brooker
David Boor
Judy Hartley
Loretta Majoy
Carl Hastings
Julia Hastings
Melissa Hitchcock
Larry Finley
Thomas Hartley
Susan Riemann
Tom Sprunk
Jeffrey Dominy
Janet Fortune
Patricia Lehrer
Cynthia Defazio
David Taylor
Kathy Faller
Julia Coleman
Sydney Bronner
Linda Sue White

2
3
3
4
4
4
5
7
8
8
10
12
12
13
13
14
15
19
19
21
21
22
23
24
26
27
27
28
28
29
29
29
30

Check with Chairperson – meetings may
be virtual, in person or hybrid.

Coffee Hours
Suspended

Trustees: Tuesday, September 14th, 7:00
p.m.
Finance Committee: Thursday, September
16th, 7:00 p.m.
Staff-Parish Relations Committee:
Meeting with D.S. Rev. Doug Lewis,
Wednesday, September 21st, 7:30 p.m., at
Collins UMC.
Relaunch Team: TBD

Even as we
return to in-person
worship this
month, there will
be no Coffee Hours
scheduled until further notice.
No one will be allowed to gather
in the Fellowship Hall prior to or
after worship.

INK & TONER CARTRIDGES
Collection of empty cartridges continues. Place
in the box by the Fellowship Hall doors. Since
inception, we have collected over $800 in
rewards to use as a supplement to the Office
budget. Truly, your trash is our treasure!
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You are invited to worship and study on Sundays this Summer:
8:00 a.m. In-Person Worship Outside Under the Tent in Our Bettcher Park (livestreamed to Facebook) and
9:00 a.m. (10:00 beginning 9/12/21) In-Person Worship in Our Sanctuary (livestreamed to Facebook and YouTube)
Pastor: Rev. Pamela J. Sayre; Director of Discipleship Ministries: Jenessa Faller; Director of Music Ministry: Ron Brooker;
Organist: Norma Cook; Housekeeper: Kathy Faller; Treasurer: Joe Beebe; Administrative Secretary: Beth Anne McFarland;
Website: Derek Callin. AV: Derek Callin & Chris Harlan. Lay Leader: Dave Wilber.
Current Office Hours 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Monday – Thursday. (Building open 9:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. M–Th.) Closed Fridays.

Huron United Methodist Church
338 Williams Street
Huron, OH 44839-1639
(419) 433-3984 fax: 419-433-5344
church email: huronumc@huronumc.org
website: www.huronumc.org

Find us on Facebook

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage
Permit No. 111
Sandusky, OH 44870

Subscribe to us on You Tube

Address Service Requested

Activities Capsules

Huron Community Meals

HUMC Quilt Connection

Drive Thru Service Only
Wednesdays, September 8th & 22nd
5:00-6:00 p.m. First Presbyterian Church

Friday Sew Days: September 3rd & 17th
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Youth Lounge

Prayer Path Work Day

Communion Sunday

Saturday, September 11th
9:00 a.m.- Noon at Zion Lutheran Church

September 5th
Have a safe and happy

LABOR Day
Monday, September 6th

Choir Practice
Wednesdays 7:00 p.m.

Praise Band Practice
Wednesdays 8:00 p.m.

Cloggers’ Practice
Mondays & Thursdays, 5:30 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

FALL KICKOFF DAY
Sunday, September 12th
8:00 worship moves inside to Sanctuary
9:00 worship moves to 10:00
PLUS more Fall events announced!!!

Confirmation Class Begins
Sundays, September 12th & 26th
5:30-7:00 p.m. Rooms 3 & 4 and Zoom

Pantry Sunday September 19th
Circuit Rider Newsletter Deadline
Sunday, September 19th for October issue

U-Knitted Nations
Mondays, 7:00-8:00 p.m. in Rooms 1 & 2

Need to schedule your group meeting?

Men In Worship

Please call the Church Office to
schedule your dates and times.
Current protocols required.

6:15 a.m. Wednesday Mornings
Boat Basin Pavilion, weather permitting

Huron United
Methodist Church
Endowment Fund
“A „Gift of the Future‟
given in stocks, bonds, real
estate, or other property can
provide substantial tax
benefits to the giver.”

For Endowment Fund
information, please contact
any Fund Committee
member: Ben Lindsley, Carole
Dreffer, or Jerry Semon.
See page 7 for September Meetings
and Other Events.

