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One of the cool things about the
location of my church office – with
windows looking out into the courtyard
– is that I get to witness the full beauty of
each season. This winter, the snow –
especially upon the bell – was absolutely
beautiful and captured my attention
many times,
such that I
would catch
myself just
staring out the
window gazing
at it. As spring
has arrived, I
find myself
watching young
cardinals (and
other birds)
check out the
bird feeder right
outside my
window. It is, I
am sure, a
blessing for
them to be able
to fly around in
the relatively
safe space of the
enclosed area. I
am also
witnessing the appearance of tulips and…
one Easter lily coming up as if it is “just
for me.” All amidst the brown remnants
of last year’s foliage.
As we have been working our way
through the Dark Wood and
contemplating Jesus’ journey to the
Calvary and the Cross this Lenten
season, I am thankful for these small
glimmers of light – reminders of the gift
new life – offering hope! This has been,
in so many ways, a difficult year and a
trying Lent, and yet, the sun still rises,

the birds still
sing, the flowers
still begin to
bloom, and Jesus
WILL – after the
experience of a
trial, torment, suffering, and gruesome
death we cannot
even begin to
imagine – rise
from the tomb on
Easter!
Please join
us [online] for
Holy Week
Worship: Palm
Sunday (9:00
a.m.), Holy
Thursday (7:00
p.m.), Good
Friday
(Combined
Community
Churches at 12:15
p.m. & Huron
UMC at 7:00
p.m.), and Easter
(6:30 a.m. & 9:00
a.m. – two
different worship
experiences).
Continue to keep your eyes on
Jesus, the Light, who leads us through
the “dark woods.”
Grace and Peace,

Pastor P.
P.S. Please continue to watch for emails
and posts on our Facebook page about
ways we can stay connected and
opportunities for you to worship, etc.
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Food Pantry Sunday: April 181h
Please be reminded that Pantry
Sunday is always the third Sunday
of each month, but donations can
be dropped off anytime the
church is open. All donations
stay local to help the needy of
Huron and the surrounding area.

Right now, egg cartons are
NOT needed. Please recycle.

Circuit Rider
Subscription 2021
If you opted to receive your
issues of The Circuit Rider by
subscription (in printed format and
mailed to you), then it is time to
renew for the new year of 2021. A
donation of $20.00 covers the cost of printing and mailing.
Just mail your check to the Church with “Circuit Rider”
indicated on the memo line. (Thank you to those who have
already sent in your check.) Those wishing to begin a
subscription may do so now. Just include a short note with
your check stating your mailing info.
We will continue to email each issue as a PDF
attachment free of cost to anyone requesting so. Just give
us your email address. Current and past issues are available
on our website: huronumc.org, under the “Media” tab.

Scholarship Reminder
Huron United Methodist Church plans to have four
scholarships available this Spring for the 2021–2022 school
year: the Huron United Methodist Church Scholarship,
the Jane Bettcher Scholarship, the Ida Hastings
Scholarship, and the Sharee Weisenberger Scholarship.
Applications were sent out to all HUMC high school
seniors during the first week of March. Other
applicants may pick up their copies in the
Welcome Center or contact the
Church Office to have one sent to
them via mail or email.
All four scholarships are contingent on
funds available and may be split depending on the
number of qualified applicants at the discretion of the
Scholarship Committee. In most recent years, awards have
been a minimum of $500 each.

Please note that the application deadline is
Sunday, April 25, 2021.

April 2021

Sunday Morning Online Worship
As we continue on our uncharted course
through the COVID pandemic, we will maintain
our current practice of worshipping together on
Sunday mornings via Facebook Live. We are live
at 9:00 a.m., or you can always tune in to the
archived version on the church’s Facebook page
at a later time. You do not have to have a
Facebook account to watch! Find us at:
facebook.com/huronumc. If watching/
participating online, please let us know! This
may be done by commenting with your name and
number of people while on Facebook, or by
sending us a text or email.
We continue to send out the Sunday
Bulletin/Order Of Worship on Thursday or
Friday each week and copies of the sermon on
Monday or Tuesday. These are being sent via the
Circuit Rider email list through Realm. If you
are not receiving them and would like to, please
let us know. Also, please let us know if there are
others you know who would like to receive these
worship aides.
For updates, should we (Erie County) move
from RED Level, or if the ReLaunch Team would
alter our current protocols (which were
established and publicized early on when
COVID hit), we will send out an email via the
Realm Circuit Rider list and post on the church’s
Facebook page.

April 2021
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The Church’s Email
Address Is Changing!
With the new upgrades to our WiFi
and phone system comes the necessity to
change a couple of our email addresses.
This affects only the addresses we
currently use with the “frontier.com” suffixes: huronumc@frontier.com and
humc.prayers@frontier.com. And the only thing changing are the suffixes.
 huronumc@frontier.com is now huronumc@huronumc.org. This account will
be used primarily with our various vendor accounts, but you may continue to
use it to reach the Church Office.
 humc.prayers@frontier.com is now humc.prayers@huronumc.org. This
account is for sending and receiving your Prayer Requests.
These changes are viable addresses now. The Frontier ones will be going
away very soon, so please make these two changes in your email address book/
contacts list and you will continue to reach us as usual. Be sure that your
computer recognizes these as “good” emails and doesn’t send them to your junk
or spam files.
The other three emails connected to the pastor and staff do not change:
Pastor P. is still pastor@huronumc.org, Beth Anne remains
secretary@huronumc.org, and Lance is still ChristianEd@huronumc.org.
Now all five email addresses will run through our website account and
should never need to change again.

Christian Education News & Activities: April
LOGOS
LOGOS has been cancelled for the time being. We will assess where we
are in relation to the COVID-19 virus as the year unfolds. The same holds true
for other programs like the Special Needs Easter Egg Hunt, parking lot events,
etc.
Stephen Ministry
Restarting with bi-weekly Supervisor sessions.
Actual one-to-one contact with Care Receivers is still
not possible. There is a need for this ministry as many
are not only facing loss of a family member, but
depression brought on the isolation and restrictions of
COVID-19. If you are considering helping others in our
congregation with these needs, please let me know as
shown below.
Future Plans
Considering summer camp with a Christian foundation? Days are filled
with Bible study and a variety of activities that vary by camp and include
archery, culinary arts, sports, fishing, boating, rock climbing, and arts/crafts.
Camp Asbury offers many activities with horses. Weeks start in late June and
run through July. More details and registration are here:
www.eocSummerCamps.org

Lance Beebe

Director Christian Education and Spiritual Formation
419-515-1493 ChristianEd@huronumc.org

Sunday, April 18th
When you support Native
American Ministries Sunday,
you equip seminary students
who will honor and celebrate
Native American culture in their
ministries. And you empower
congregations that are finding
fresh new ways to minister to
their communities with the love
of Christ.
As part of its efforts to
provide relief during the COVID
-19 pandemic, the Oklahoma
Indian Missionary Conference
(OIMC) utilized funds from the
Native American Ministries
Sunday offering to strengthen
outreach to families in need.
Thirty local pastors and lay
missioners received a one-time
grant thanks to the West Ohio
Annual Conference of The
United Methodist Church
through their Native American
Ministries Sunday Funds.
Gifts to Native American
Ministries Sunday provide
scholarships for United
Methodist Native American
seminarians, strengthen and
develop Native American
ministries and communities –
both urban and rural – and
support Native American
outreach. Please write your
check to HUMC and memo
“Native American Ministries
Sunday.”
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[Lenten] Study
With Conversation/Journaling/
Coloring Time… WILL CONTINUE!
We meet on Monday evenings at 7:00 via ZOOM
to discuss the Sunday Scripture and sermon and then
spend time coloring and/or journaling while we
continue the conversation. There is a coloring/
journaling Bible that many of us have but it is not a
requirement to participate! Please let Pastor P. know if
you would like to join in on the fun and conversation!

Prayer Path Work Days
Do you enjoy working outdoors? The Huron
Community Prayer Path & Labyrinth needs your
help. You do not have to commit to strenuous activities.
Each month we meet on the second Saturday (on 04/10
this month) to do routine maintenance and we could
sure use your help! We meet outside behind Zion
Lutheran Church on Main Street behind
the Community Center. We start at 9:00 am and work
until noon. We clean the benches, weed and trim low
branches. At the present time, we are not meeting for
lunch. And if you can only help for an hour, that would
be a blessing too.
Questions?? Call Barb Ringle 216-299-0916.

Confirmation Class
2020-21
Please continue to hold our
young people in your prayers. We
hope to be able to reconvene soon!

Pastor’s Reading List
Please note that
some books will
remain on the list from
one newsletter to the
next.
 GIFTS OF THE DARK WOOD:

Seven Blessings For Soulful
Skeptics (And Other Wanderers)

by Eric Elnes (Foundational
material for our Lenten Worship)
 JESUS >RELIGION: Why He Is

So Much Better Than Trying
Harder, Doing More, And Being
Good Enough by Jefferson Bethke
 THE PHOENIX AFFIRMATIONS:
A New Vision For The Future Of
Christianity by Eric Elnes

Altar Flowers 2021

From Easter Sunday 2019.

The
Flower
Calendar is up
in the Welcome
Center. Sign up
for the Sunday
(s) of your
choice and
indicate any
dedication. We
are looking to fill dates from May on.
Arrangements remain at $30 each.
Indicate “Flower Fund” on your
check’s memo line. Thank you for
continuing to beautify our altar
during online only worship. You may
pick up your flowers on Monday
following, after 9:30 a.m.

April 2021
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A Witness For Giving Back

Relaunch Team Update

With the
recent one year
anniversary of the
COVID-19 pandemic
being behind us, I thought
it would be appropriate to reflect on
“stewardship” for a brief moment.
No doubt, we the congregation of the
Huron United Methodist Church have been
challenged like no other event in recent
history. Nationwide, over half a million
deaths, businesses shut down, workers laid
off, social distancing, face masks, and the list
just keep on going.
Thru it all, HUMC is still here,
patiently waiting to return to our normal
services. During that time the staff
continued to function, salaries paid, heat
was on, utilities paid, snow was plowed, and
so on and so on.
We know many of you graciously
continued your financial support of our
operation during this time. We cannot
thank you enough! For those of you that had
no choice but to reduce your financial
support, we understand.
With the rapid scheduling for COVID19 vaccinations and number deaths and
illnesses drastically reduced, it is truly
inspiring to see how the love of God is
taking charge. For God gave us so many
things, the most important being his love!
We are truly blessed!
Let’s pause for a moment to
contemplate our returning a portion of our
gifts to God. Are we doing our part? Can we
return to pre-COVID commitments? How
can we express our thanks to God? Yes, we
have so much to be thankful for. Remember,
you cannot outgive the Lord. He will always
give you more than you can return to him.
May God bless you as we continue
onward to our quest for eternal happiness.

“Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be
constant in prayer.” Romans 12:12

Norma & Ron Cook

Ways to help fill the Virtual Plate
 Mail your check to HUMC directly or use
your bank’s bill pay service.
 Drop off your donation at the church.
 Sign up and donate online with e-giving
through Realm.

It's been awhile since we've
communicated with you, and we
wanted to get back in touch and
give you an update. We met on
March 23rd to consider the latest
data from the various local and
national health agencies and how
it affects our decision to return to
in-person worship.
We have heard your
concerns and truly understand
the desire to return to the
sanctuary to worship together
and see all our friends. The Praise Team is especially looking forward to
seeing all of you return to the pews. Pastor P. affirms the difficulty of
leading worship in an empty sanctuary. That being said, we want to get
us all back together safely.
As of this time, we are still maintaining the protocol established by
the Team last year: as long as Erie County is at Red Level (where we
remain as of this writing), we will have online only worship and our
building is closed to all in-person meetings. Dropping to Orange Level is
when we can consider reopening.
In the meantime, it is still very important that we not give in to
impatience and personal desires, and keep in mind that the
circumstances at other churches are not ours. Please trust that your
Relaunch Team is being led by the Holy Spirit for the wellbeing of all.
And please do your part and continue to follow the CDC guidelines:
wear your mask when out in public, maintain 6-foot distancing, wash
your hands often, avoid large gatherings, and get vaccinated. Adhering
to all these measures will help us get back to a more normal existence
sooner. The Relaunch Team will be meeting regularly in the coming
weeks and will keep everyone updated.
We do miss all of you and we look forward to the time when we
can see each other again. If you have any questions or concerns, please
feel free to contact any one of the team members:
Please be in prayer for our team (in no specific order):
 Ron Brooker, Music Director (rbrooker7011@gmail.com)
 Alyson Wilson, Worship Chair (alysonwils@bex.net)
 Derek Callin, Technology (djcalli59@gmail.com)
 Tom Hastings, Trustee Chair (onewabu@yahoo.com)
 Melissa Fries, Medical Professional (brettnmel1@gmail.com)
 Brett Fries, Medical Professional (brettnmel1@gmail.com)
 Beth McFarland, Administrative Secretary (secretary@huronumc.org)
 Kathy Faller, Housekeeping (kathyatwalnutlane@gmail.com)
 Mike Prosser, Past Church Council Chair (mdprosser518@gmail.com)
 Pastor P., Pastor (pastor@huronumc.org)
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Amazon Smile Update
This is the
quarterly
notification
to inform you
that the
charity,
United
Methodist Committee On Relief,
recently received a donation of
$15,391.00 from AmazonSmile – at no
cost to you or other customers.
Thanks to customers shopping at
smile.amazon.com, or with
AmazonSmile ON in the Amazon
Shopping app, everyday purchases
have generated over $266 million in
donations to charities worldwide so
far. AmazonSmile's impact:
 $58,673.56 to United Methodist
Committee On Relief
 $241,928,506.19 to all charities in
the US
 $266,896,659.48 to all charities
worldwide
To track donations or change
your charity, simply visit Your
AmazonSmile Impact page.

Did You Miss This
Opportunity To Help?
Of the six Special Sundays
offerings observed each year by the
UM Church, UMCOR Sunday is
perhaps the best supported.
We observed UMCOR Sunday
on March 14th last month, but some
of you may have not had a chance to
get your offering to the church.
UMCOR provides support
wherever there is a need due to a
disaster. Your monies can be directed
to the US through Advance #901670;
or internationally through Advance
#982450. Please specify on your check.

What do you need this summer?
* Friendship and Laughter
* Praise and Worship
* Exploring and Relaxing
* Nature and creation
* Spiritual Growth

* Challenge and Skills
* Fun and Adventure
* Campfire and Prayer
* Swimming and Canoeing
* Leadership Development

There is something special for you and your family at Camp. Explore an
adventure of faith, fun, and friendship!
After much prayer, consultation, and creative thinking, the East Ohio
Camps leadership team has decided to move forward with their plans for
Summer Camp programs in 2021 at Aldersgate, Asbury and Wanake. Camp
capacity will be reduced this summer due to COVID-19 recommendations. It is
suggested you register as soon as you are ready to save a spot.

For information on Summer Camps, contact Lance Beebe at
ChristianEd@huronumc.org or visit www.EOCSummercamps.org or call the
East Ohio Camps office at (330) 499-3972 ext. 108.

Notes & Thank Yous
Pastor P. and Congregation –
Huron United Methodist Church,
I cannot
begin to thank all
of you for the
prayers, thoughts
and cards
expressing your sympathy for me with the
passing of my father – Albert Cook!
Many of you did not know him, if you did
you would have found him to be a man of
very deep religious faith – not much
different than your own faith! After 95
years on earth, he lived a good life, ready
to continue his journey to eternal
happiness with God his Father.
May God bless you all as you
continue your own journey to eternal
happiness!
Sincerely,
Ron and Norma Cook

Huron United
Methodist Church
Endowment Fund
“A „Gift of the Future‟
given in stocks, bonds, real
estate, or other property can
provide substantial tax
benefits to the giver.”

For Endowment Fund
information, please contact
any Fund Committee
member: Ben Lindsley, Carole
Dreffer, or Jerry Semon.
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April Meetings
Check with Chairperson to confirm
if your meeting is virtual or
in-person.
Staff-Parish Relations Committee:
Tuesday, April 6th, 7:00 p.m.
Relaunch Team: Thursdays, April 8th
& 22nd, 7:00 p.m.
Trustees: Tuesday, April 13th, 7:00
p.m.
Finance Committee: Wednesday,
April 21st, 7:00 p.m.

Coffee Hours
Suspended
Regardless if we
return to in-person worship or not,
there will be no Coffee Hours
scheduled until further notice. No one
will be allowed to gather in the
Fellowship Hall prior to or after
worship. The kitchen remains closed
– buffet style or self-serve food and
beverages are not permitted.

INK & TONER
CARTRIDGES
Collection of empty cartridges
continues. Place in the box by the
Fellowship Hall doors. Thank you
for your donations so far. Since
inception, we have collected over
$600 in rewards to use as a
supplement to the Office budget.
Truly, your trash is our treasure!

Senior Luncheon
Senior Luncheon Attendees:
Please note that Senior Luncheons are
cancelled for the foreseeable
future. There will be a notice in The
Circuit Rider and bulletin when we
are able to resume. Have a pleasant
Easter season and stay safe.

Terry & Judi Graham

April Worship Plans

April Birthdays

Even though we may not always able to
worship “in person” we can still study and
worship “together.”

Barbara Ringle
Sunni Johnson
Carter Soisson
Rebecca Fortune
Cole Butler
Brooke Diffenbacher
McKena Muratori
Charles Hardy
Hannah Smith
Tyler Graham
James Kaatz
Sarah Bauman
Wayne Orndorff
Judy Haas
Jennifer Klinger
Richard Montgomery
Brian Butler
Julie Spitzley
Timothy Bott
Donna Green
Jason Cobleigh
Kailee Wennes
William Wiseman
Alexandra See
Andrew Allen
Connie Montgomery
Madison Bores
Linda Ziegler
Teresa Brooker
Kristin Clayman
James Zimmerman
Cooper McFarland
Theodor Meyer
Emily Cook
Zachery Cobleigh
Esther Hess
Tamara Robinson

April 1: Holy Thursday w/ Holy Communion/
Prayer for Spiritual Communion, 7:00 p.m.
Scriptures: John 12:1-11; John 13:3-8;
John 13:12-16
Message: “The Gift Of Disappearing” – Part I
April 2: Good Friday, 7:00 p.m.
Scriptures: John 19:25-27; John 19:28-37;
Mark 15:40-41
Message: “The Gift Of Disappearing” – Part II
April 4: EASTER
6:30 a.m.
Scriptures: Genesis 1:1 – 2:4a; Genesis 7:1-5,
11-18; 8:6-18; 9:8-13; Exodus 14:10-31;
Ezekiel 37:1-14; Romans 6:3-11; Mark 16:1-8
Sermon:“At Sunrise…”
9:00 a.m.
Scriptures: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24;
I Corinthians 15:1-11; John 20:1-18
Sermon: “Where Do We Go From Here?”
April 11: Second Sunday Of Easter
Scriptures: Psalm 133; I John 1:1 -2:2;
*John 20:19-31
Sermon: “Believe!”
April 18: Third Sunday Of Easter/Native
American Ministries Sunday
Scriptures: Psalm 4; I John 3:1-7;
*Luke 24:36b-48
Sermon: “See & Say”
April 25: Fourth Sunday Of Easter
Scriptures: Psalm 23; I John 3:16-24;
*John 10:11-18
Sermon: “The Good Shepherd”
* denotes scripture used for basis of sermon

Offering Envelopes
If you requested
offering envelopes for
2021, these are
available on the hall
table, opposite
Rooms 1 & 2. You
may pick them
up at your
convenience.

1
1
1
2
2
3
3
4
4
5
5
5
8
9
10
11
15
16
16
17
17
19
20
20
20
23
23
24
25
25
26
27
27
28
29
30
30

THE UNITED
METHODIST
CHURCH MISSION
STATEMENT:
To make disciples of
Jesus Christ for the
transformation
of the world.
HURON UNITED
METHODIST
CHURCH VISION:
Honoring God
through
prayer and service.
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You are invited to worship and study
You are
with
invited
your family
to worship
of faith
andonstudy
Sundays:
on Sundays:
8:00 a.m. Praise Service, 9:00 a.m. Adult
9:00 a.m.Sunday
Facebook
School,
Live10:00
Worship
a.m. Celebration
(in place of our
Worship,
usual 8:00
Children‟s
a.m. Praise
& Junior
Worship;
Church
10:00
(during
a.m. Traditional
school year).
Worship)
Pastor:
Pamela
J. Sayre; Christian
Education/Spiritual
Director
& LOGOS
Lance Beebe;
Pastor: Rev.
Dr. Rev.
J. Roger
Skelley-Watts;
Director
of Music Ministry:Formation
Ron Brooker;
Organist:
NormaCoordinator:
Cook; Housekeeper:
Kathy Faller;
Director
Music
Ministry:
Ron Brooker;
Organist:
Norma Cook;Secretary:
Housekeeper:
Faller;Webmaster:
Treasurer: Joe
Beebe;
Treasurer:
Joe of
Beebe;
Nursery
Director:
Jessica Emery;
Administrative
Beth Kathy
McFarland;
Josh
Orndorff.
Administrative
Secretary:
Beth
McFarland;
Website:
Derek Callin
Lance Beebe.
Chris Harlan.
Certified
Advanced
Lay
Servants: Bruce
Rookstool,
Jackie&
Hamilton;
Basic:AV:
EdDerek
Noftz,Callin
Lance&
Beebe.
Layp.m.)
Leader:
Dave Wilber.
Basic(Wednesday
Lay Servant:&
Lance
Beebe.only in July) closed for lunch. Closed Fridays.
Office Hours 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. (Summer 3:30
Monday
– Thursday,
Thursday
Current Office Hours 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Monday – Thursday. (Building open 9:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. M–Th.) Closed Fridays.

Huron United Methodist Church

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage
Permit No. 111
Sandusky, OH 44870

338 Williams Street
Huron, OH 44839-1639
(419) 433-3984 fax: 419-433-5344
church email: huronumc@frontier.com
website: www.huronumc.org

Find us on Facebook

Address Service Requested

Activities Capsules
All in-person meetings are
suspended due to Erie County
remaining at Red Level.

Holy Thursday Worship
April 1st, with Communion
7:00 p.m. on Facebook Live

GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP
April 2nd
Community at 12:15 p.m. via YouTube link
on our Facebook page
HUMC at 7:00 p.m. on Facebook Live

EASTER SUNDAY
April 4th on Facebook Live
Worship at 6:30 Sunrise and 9:00 a.m.

Lenten Bible Study
Mondays 7:00 p.m. via Zoom
thru Lent and beyond

Prayer Path Work Day
Saturday, April 10th
9:00 a.m.- Noon at Zion Lutheran Church

Praise Band Practice

Native American Ministries Sunday

Saturdays 3:00 p.m.

April 18th

Huron Community Meals

Pantry Sunday April 18th

Drive Thru Service Only
Wednesdays, April 14th & 28th
5:00-6:00 p.m. First Presbyterian Church

Circuit Rider Newsletter Deadline

From Easter Sunday 2017

Sunday, April 18th for May issue

2021 Provisions for Pandemic: Camps limited to 20 camp participants each, first come first
serve registrations. First timers to camp will be given priority. Cancelations of camps may
occur if the pandemic is unstable at that time, notifications would be given. Masks required at
camp drop-off/ pick-up, and possibly at times during the camp day. Social distancing
encouraged.

To register, please visit www.steinhospice.org or contact the Church Office for a registration form to
be emailed to you. Mail to Stein Hospice, Attn: Kathy Failor, 1200 Sycamore Line, Sandusky, OH
44870. For more information, contact Kathy at kfailor@steinhospice.org or 419-625-5269.

