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COVID, BE GONE! – If only wishing
made it so! If only hoping made it so! If
only praying made it so!
Trust me, I know we have ALL been
wishing and hoping and, most
importantly, praying that this awful virus
would go away, disappear, cease to exist!
Unfortunately, it remains. And no matter
what your opinion – medically, socially,
politically, environmentally,
economically, or spiritually – the reality
is that this virus has caused a tremendous
amount of pain and suffering and
disruption and conflict… beyond even
that which we realize or acknowledge!
Beyond the devastation caused by
the virus itself, disagreements about it
and the handling of it, have brought to
the surface – or exposed – our inability
(or perhaps, unwillingness) to remain in
conversation with one another – to
remain in relationship with one another.
It has become too easy to simply

demonize “the
other” – to walk
away from one
another. This
saddens me
beyond my ability to express.
The August book study and
conversation has been based on LOVE.
PERIOD. by Rudy Rasmus, pastor of St.
John’s UMC in Houston, TX. The book
offers no new, earth-shattering
knowledge or advice; but it does
illustrate the importance of loving
others without conditions or
expectations or limits. Thus, the title
LOVE. PERIOD.
The reality is, we are imperfect
humans, each and every one of us,
created by the perfect God. Because we
are imperfect, we do not always make
the best decisions… we do not always
understand… we do not always “put our
(Continued on page 6)
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Keep on loving one another
as brothers and sisters. – Hebrews 13:1 NIV
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Preparing For Our Fall
Charge Conference
Our Charge Conference, which is
scheduled annually each Fall, will be
held on Saturday, November 21st.
There are a lot of facts and
figures and forms that go into the
preparation for this “State of the
Huron Church” report to our
Firelands District and, ultimately,
East Ohio Conference Offices.
Beth Anne has emailed the forms
to be completed to their respective
committee chairs and church officers.
If you know you should be getting
something and haven’t seen it yet,
please let the Church Office know
ASAP. Please have everything into
Beth Anne by October 1st, unless an
earlier due date is indicated.
Also, if your committee needs
new members, please let the
Nominating Committee Chair
(Pastor P.) know of any possible
candidates. The Nominating
Committee will make contact with
them and confirm their nomination.

September 2020

Sunday Morning Worship
For the time being, we will continue to worship on Sunday
morning at 9:00 a.m. via Facebook Live! You do not have to have a
Facebook account to watch! Find us at: facebook.com/huronumc.
Additionally, these “broadcasts” are archived to our page so you may
watch at any time. Please let us know you are watching (and with how
many others) by either commenting with your name and number while
on Facebook, or by sending us a text or email.
Pastor P. continues to send out the Sunday Online Order Of
Worship at the end of each week and copies of the sermon as soon after
worship as possible. These are being sent via the Circuit Rider email
list through Realm. If you are not receiving them and would like to,
please let us know. Also, please let us know if there are others you
know who would like to receive these “worship aides.”
We will keep you posted as we make decisions about the relaunch
of in-person worship.

Remember the Huron
Food Pantry
They say, “Out
of sight, out of
mind.” And that is
probably true for our Golden
Shopping Cart. With very few people
coming in our door nowadays due to
the pandemic, and no outside groups
meeting, the drop off point for the
food pantry isn’t getting much
attention. Please be reminded that
Pantry Sunday is always the third
Sunday of each month, but donations
can be dropped off anytime the
church is open. All donations stay
local to help the needy of Huron and
the surrounding area. We are still
collecting school supplies, too.

Right now, egg cartons are
NOT needed. Please recycle.

In Case Of Emergency
Please save Pastor P’s cell phone number in your phone
and/or keep it in your wallet or purse. Calling the church is
not always your best option, especially during off hours;
sometimes you need to get in touch with Pastor P. ASAP –
419-564-0086.
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Christian Education News & Activities
Vacation Bible School
VBS this year was a joint effort, led by the First
Presbyterian Church. There were seven children
(three from HUMC) who participated in this
virtual event. Based on feedback, it was a success.
Special thanks to Linda Stauffer and Norma Cook for organizing the music
portions of the VBS. Others who helped from HUMC included Alyson Wilson.
Lance shared the four weekly lesson presentation duties with Pastor Sara, each
presenting two sessions.
LOGOS
Unfortunately, LOGOS has been cancelled for
this Fall. There were three factors that forced this
decision:
 Initially we were not able to plan for the
semester until we knew what the schools were
going to do. Once their plan was announced, Lisa, Judy and Lance created a
short, five question survey to determine if the parents of the those who
attended the Winter session, earlier this year, would be interested in
participating in a virtual version of LOGOS this Fall. The survey was sent to
22 families. Seven replied and five of the seven indicated they would not be in
favor of a virtual session.
 Usage restrictions concerning the church building limited what could be
accomplished. One of the major concerns was cleaning/sanitizing the areas
where the children had been active. This was going to be a major project.
 Concern for our volunteers, and the potential of exposure to the virus. We
didn’t want to take that chance.
Also, the very heart of LOGOS is close interaction with and between the
children. There is no way we could make that happen, in person and socially
distanced or virtually.
The Winter semester begins in early January and later this year we will
evaluate whether or not we will present it then.
Easter Egg Hunt for Children with Special Needs
It is so late in the year and with the same concerns just described for
LOGOS, this event is cancelled for this year.
Stephen Ministry Training
We are reviewing options to re-engage as a team and
continue with our training.
Rally Day
Originally planned for Sunday, September 13th, this
event has been cancelled.
Trunk or Treat
In the tentative stage right now. We will reassess
the situation as we get closer to Halloween.

Lance Beebe

Director Christian Education and
Spiritual Formation
419-515-1493
ChristianEd@huronumc.org

Coffee & Conversation
With Pastor P.
Pastor P. is available for
individual/small group conversations
on Wednesday mornings from 9:00 –
10:30 a.m. There is no agenda, no
topic, no pre-conversation
preparation! These conversations will
take place in our Bettcher Park. You
will need to bring your own lawn
chair and coffee/beverage.
This opportunity will continue
as long as the weather cooperates. Of
course, if it’s raining, no meeting; but
if it’s chilly, bring a blanket. It’s a
great chance to see some church
friends and talk about whatever
comes to mind.

Senior Luncheon
Senior Luncheon Attendees:
Please note that Senior Luncheons are
cancelled for the foreseeable
future. There will be a notice in The
Circuit Rider and bulletin when we
are able to resume. Have a pleasant
Fall and stay safe.

Terry & Judi Graham

INK & TONER
CARTRIDGES
Collection of empty cartridges
continues. Place in the box by
the Fellowship Hall doors.
Thanks for all your donations.
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Relaunch Team News/Update
The Relaunch Team
continues to meet regularly to
discuss current numbers and
statistics and to make decisions
about how we, as a congregation,
can best move forward during the
ongoing COVID crisis. We have
been doing research, collecting
and reviewing data, purchasing supplies and equipment,
and working on upgrades, to make our return to in-person
meetings and worship as safe as possible. We certainly do
not want any of our congregants adding to the COVID
statistics.
Hopefully, you have received a letter and survey from
the team, that was sent out Monday, August 24, 2020.
Read through the letter carefully for more details. Then
take a few moments and fill out the survey. Please return
your completed survey by Wednesday, September 9th by
mail, email, or drop off to the box in the Welcome Center.
Please be in prayer for our team (in no specific order):
 Ron Brooker, Music Director (rbrooker7011@gmail.com)
 Alyson Wilson, Worship Chair (alysonwils@bex.net)
 Derek Callin, Technology (djcalli2987@bex.net)
 Tom Hastings, Trustee Chair (onewabu@yahoo.com)
 Melissa Fries, Medical Professional
(brettnmel1@gmail.com)
 Brett Fries, Medical Professional
(brettnmel1@gmail.com)
 Beth Anne McFarland, Administrative Secretary
(secretary@huronumc.org)
 Kathy Faller, Housekeeping
(kathyatwalnutlane@gmail.com)
 Mike Prosser, Church Council Chair
(mdprosser518@gmail.com)
 Pastor P., Pastor (pastor@huronumc.org)
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September Study
We will actually use our
“Sticky Church” format throughout September.
Conversations will be about the Sunday morning text/s
and sermon. Pastor P. will continue to offer discussion
times on Mondays at 7:00 p.m. and Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m.
Please contact Beth Anne to sign up. (This way we know
who should be sent a ZOOM invitation, if we still are
unable to meet in person.) Other groups are also invited to
form and discuss each week’s materials. Please let Beth
Anne know you are gathering.

October Book/Bible Study
Our book will be

FORGIVENESS: Finding
Peace Through Letting Go by
Adam Hamilton. Book orders
are by due Wednesday,
September 16th at NOON, or
you may order a copy on your
own. The cost through the
church will be $5.00.
Discussions will take place on
Monday evenings at 7:00 p.m.
and Tuesday mornings at 9:00
a.m. throughout October.

Pastor’s Reading List
Please note that some
books will remain on the
list from one newsletter to
the next. When reading
several books at a time,
certain books get put aside
for a while. And, some
come off because I just
cannot get into them.
 SOLD by Cynthia

Marlowe

 STAMPED FROM THE BEGINNING The Definitive

History Of Racist Ideas In America by Ibram X. Kendi

Confirmation Class 2020

 CHRIST IN CRISIS: Why We Need To Reclaim Jesus

Please continue to lift up our young people in your
prayers while our class meetings remain on hold for now.

 THE TIPPING POINT (How Little Things Can Make

by Jim Wallis

A Big Difference) by Malcolm Gladwell

September 2020
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What’s Up With All These Conferences?
I’m Confused!

East Ohio Annual
Conference
Originally planned for the third
week in June, The East Ohio Annual
Conference has been rescheduled for
Friday, September 25th (clergy), 26th
and 27th. Rather than congregating at
Lakeside, the event will take place
online, guided by the quadrennial
theme, Bearing Fruit that Lasts:
Called, Committed, Connected. Any
interested person may tune in to the
EOC website to watch the events
livestreamed from Church of the
Saviour UMC in Cleveland Heights –
https://www.eocumc.com/eoac20/
livestream.html.

Annual Conference 2020
Livestream Schedule
Saturday, September 26
9:00 a.m. Service of Commemoration
and Holy Communion
10:30 a.m. Business Session
1:00 p.m. Episcopal Address
1:30 p.m. Business Session
6:00 p.m. Service of Commissioning
and Ordination
Sunday, September 27
10:00 a.m. Worship for EOC
Churches

This newsletter includes info on two of the three conferences held each
year in which our Huron Church has some participation. This article will
attempt to explain the differences of each.
First, let’s start off with the one that is not mentioned in this newsletter:
the Firelands District Spring Conference. This is a half-day event, scheduled for
a Saturday, usually in late March. It would have happened on March 21st this
year, however, the pandemic messed that up. It was rescheduled for August
22nd and took place via Zoom. This conference includes all the churches in our
district – 73 of them. It centers around a keynote speaker, offering workshops
and educational talks for attendees. All church officers are expected to attend
along with the pastor, but others may register, too.
Next is the East Ohio Annual Conference, talked about in the article to the
left of this one. This is the BIG one as far as involving the most people and is
“run” by our bishop, Bishop Tracy S. Malone. Historically, it has been held at
Lakeside, Ohio, starting on a Sunday afternoon, the third week in June, and
running through the following Thursday afternoon. This year, due to the
pandemic, it had to be postponed until this month and shortened to just 3 days
– September 25 (clergy session only) and
September 26-27, with the whole thing
taking place online. This year, our church is
represented by Pastor P. and Alternate Lay
Member Dee Hartley.
This is where a lot of the business of the
greater church happens: reports from
conference boards and committees are
presented, resolutions are presented and
voted upon, clergy are commissioned,
ordained, and retired. And, of course, there is
time for worship, too.
Lastly, our Charge Conference
(mentioned in an article on page 2), is an
annual Fall event, happening this year on
Saturday, November 21st (probably via
Zoom). Any member/participant of the
church may attend this conference; officers
are expected to attend. It’s where our Huron Church (the pastor’s charge)
makes it’s detailed report to the District Superintendent, reporting on such
things as our budget & finance, membership, clergy matters, parsonage,
leadership, real estate, and a few others. It is, essentially, a “State of the Huron
Church” report to let the DS know how we are doing and what our goals are
looking forward. This kind of conference provides the district with insight, so
churches don’t “fall through the cracks.”
So, to summarize:
 Spring District Conference, includes all churches in the Firelands
District
 Annual Conference, includes all churches in the East Ohio Conference
 Charge Conference, the DS focuses on just our Huron Church
P.S. You may hear mentioned another conference: General Conference.
HUMC does not participate directly in this one. It is made up of 600-1000
members (50/50 laity and clergy) and meets every 4 years as the legislative body
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Notes & Thank Yous

Passing The Virtual Plate

Dear HUMC,
Thank you so much for the selection
to be one of the recipients of the scholarship! I am so honored
and privileged to have such a wonderful church family and
support group. Thank you all for your love and support
throughout the years. I don’t know where I would be without it.
P.S. Thank you for the study bible, Pastor P.! It looks
awesome and I can’t wait to dig into it.
Sincerely,
Brian Wiseman
–––
To the Congregation of Huron UMC,
This is too long in coming. But we, the family of Matt Potts
and Andy & Sheryl Wall, want to thank you for all of your
prayers, love ad support since I had my two strokes and the
death of Matt. It has been quite a whirlwind of emotions. Please
accept our thanks and love.
Andy & Sheryl Wall
Kari, Logan, Hunter, Peyton & Poppy Potts
–––
CONTINUED THANKS to everyone who is
supporting the church’s mission and ministry through your
prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness!

Even though we are
not meeting for full inperson Sunday morning
worship, the pastor and
ministry team/staff are
still hard at work:
offering pastoral care,
leadership, planning, and
keeping things in order for when we are able to meet
again! And our operating expenses – heat, water, lights,
(toilet paper) etc., etc., etc. – still must be paid. We need
to pass the plate. Look at these options:
 Mail your check to 338 Williams Street, Huron, Ohio
44839, or set up a "bill pay" with your bank to send to
HUMC directly.
 Drop off your donation at the church. Check first to
verify the office is open, 419-433-3984. Current Office
Hours are 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Monday thru Thursday.
 Donate online with egiving. If you have retrieved your
annual giving statement online, you already have a Realm
login. Have your checkbook, debit card or credit card
ready; go to onrealm.org log in; in the menu block (the
three lines at the top left corner) choose "Giving;" click
on the blue "Give" button and follow on from there.
If you are not on Realm yet, you will need to contact
Beth Anne for an email invite, or go to https://onrealm.org/
huronumc. Set up a secure, personal login and follow the
steps above.
Thank you in advance for understanding the need and
helping in this time of prayerful slowing down and life
changes.

–––
THANK YOU to our staff for all their hard work and
creative solutions during these trying times!
From The Desk Continued from page 1

best foot forward.” We often “blow
it!” We make mistakes. We say the
wrong things in the wrong tone of
voice. And the list goes on and on… It
is in those moments that we need to
remember that we – all of us – live
under God’s grace! (Remember, grace
can be described as “when God gives
us what we don’t deserve and doesn’t
give us what we do deserve.” In other
words, when it comes to our
relationship to and interaction with
God, our “reward” is always greater
than we can have possibly earned, and
our punishment is never as severe as
would be justified.) Yes, I believe God
does have expectations of us! BUT, I
also believe that God continues to

love us NO MATTER WHAT – that
there is nothing we can do to make
God love us more, nor is there
anything we can do to make God love
us less!
So, my point is this: if God loves
US this much, should we not at least
try to LOVE [EACH OTHER].
PERIOD.?
These are difficult times. Period.
And the only way to make it through
them is if we trust in God and follow
God’s “lead.” We are in this together.
And we are called to be the Church –
those called out – to share the Good
News of Jesus, the Christ, the
Messiah, the Son of the Living God!
Let us love God! And let us love
one another! Period!

Grace & peace,
blessings & health,

Pastor P.
We have an
opportunity to pray
together each
weekday at 4:30
p.m. on Facebook
Live! I hope you
will join us!
(You may also participate at a later
time by viewing the archived session
on Facebook.) And we continue to
meet for Sunday worship on
Facebook Live at 9:00 a.m.
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Tentative September
Meetings
These may be virtual meetings!
Chairperson will advise.
Staff-Parish Relations
Committee: Tuesday,
September 1st, 7:00 p.m. via
Zoom; and meeting with DS on
Monday, September 14th, 7:30
p.m., online.
Relaunch Team: Wednesday,
September 2nd, 7:00 p.m., via
Zoom.
Trustees: Tuesday, September
8th, 7:00 p.m., Bettcher Park.
East Ohio Annual Conference:
Saturday, September 26th,
10:00 a.m. until Sunday,
September 27th, 2:00 p.m., via
online.

Coffee Hours
Suspended
Even if we return to
in-person worship this month,
there will be no Coffee Hours
scheduled until further notice.

Milestone Briefs
PASSINGS
 Stephanie Smith, 47, mother of
Hannah, Emma & Robbie, wife
of John, daughter of Greg
Bartzen & Sharon Bartzen and
granddaughter of Laverne
“Tiny” & the late John Bartzen,
on 05/04/20.
 Doris Swineford, 86, wife of
Homer, on 7/31/20.
BAPTISM
 Walker Christopher Rapson,
son of Lydia (Souter) & Eric
Rapson, grandson of Lisa & Bill
Souter, on 8/23/20.

September Worship Plans
Even though we are not able to worship
in person, we can still study and worship
together in the safety of our homes! We will
continue to worship online via Facebook Live
on Sundays at 9:00 a.m. Pastor P. will continue
to make sermons available via email and hard
copy.
September 6: Fourteenth Sunday After
Pentecost
Scriptures: Psalm 149; *Matthew 18:15-20;
*Romans 13:8-14
Sermon: “Seriously?!”
September 13: Fifteenth Sunday After
Pentecost
Scriptures: Exodus 14:19-31; Romans 14:1-12;
*Matthew 18:21-35
Sermon: “High Expectation Forgiveness”
September 20: Sixteenth Sunday After
Pentecost
Scriptures: Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45; Exodus 16:2-15;
*Matthew 20:1-16
Sermon: “What?! – That’s Not Fair!”
September 27: Seventeenth Sunday After
Pentecost
Scriptures: Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16; Philippians 2:113; *Matthew 21:23-32
Sermon: “A Lot Of Questions”
* denotes scripture used for basis of sermon
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
MISSION STATEMENT:
To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.

Word Find:
The Lord’s Prayer
FATHER

SINS

HALLOWED

TEMPTATION

KINGDOM

EVIL

WILL

GLORY

DAILY BREAD

POWER

FORGIVE

September Birthdays
Allison Fisher
Elaine Finley
Bryce Collins
Michael Prosser
Faith Greenawalt
Drew Wennes
Larraine Diffenbacher
Abram Fortune
Rex Houseman
Peter Iversen
Diane Graebner
Andrew Fortune
Mason Fortune
Dexter Fortune
Shauna Bott
Rachel Merckens
Beth Hanson
Rachel Brooker
Maddox Williams
David Boor
Jon Grendow
Judy Hartley
Loretta Majoy
Dave Pearce
Marvin Grindle
Michael Rowen
Brian Hastings
Carl Hastings
Julia Hastings
Bryon Gowitzka
Harrison Shimpeno
Melissa Hitchcock
Larry Finley
Thomas Hartley
Shawn Eggert
Susan Riemann
Emily Greenawalt
Tom Sprunk
Gemma Shimpeno
Jeffrey Dominy
Janet Fortune
Brittnee Ashley
Patricia Lehrer
Cynthia Defazio
David Taylor
Kathy Faller
Annabelle Fisher
Julia Coleman
Linda Sue White

1
2
3
3
4
4
4
5
7
8
8
10
10
12
12
12
12
13
13
13
14
14
15
16
16
18
18
19
19
19
21
21
21
22
23
23
24
24
25
26
27
27
27
28
28
29
29
29
30
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You are invited to worship and study
You are
with
invited
your family
to worship
of faith
andonstudy
Sundays:
on Sundays:
8:00 a.m. Praise Service, 9:00 a.m. Adult
9:00 a.m.Sunday
Facebook
School,
Live10:00
Worship
a.m. Celebration
(in place of our
Worship,
usual 8:00
Children’s
a.m. Praise
& Junior
Worship;
Church
10:00
(during
a.m. Traditional
school year).
Worship)
Pastor:
Pamela
J. Sayre; Christian
Education/Spiritual
Director
& LOGOS
Lance Beebe;
Pastor: Rev.
Dr. Rev.
J. Roger
Skelley-Watts;
Director
of Music Ministry:Formation
Ron Brooker;
Organist:
NormaCoordinator:
Cook; Housekeeper:
Kathy Faller;
Director
Music
Ministry:
Ron Brooker;
Organist:
Norma Cook;Secretary:
Housekeeper:
Faller;Webmaster:
Treasurer: Joe
Beebe;
Treasurer:
Joe of
Beebe;
Nursery
Director:
Jessica Emery;
Administrative
Beth Kathy
McFarland;
Josh
Orndorff.
Beth McFarland;
Website:
Derek Callin
CertifiedAdministrative
Advanced Lay Secretary:
Servants: Bruce
Rookstool, Jackie
Hamilton;
Basic:&
EdLance
Noftz,Beebe.
Lance Beebe.
Certified 3:30
Advanced
Lay Servant:
Bruce Rookstool;
Basic&Lay
Servant:
Ed in
Noftz.
Office Hours 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. (Summer
p.m.) Monday
– Thursday,
(Wednesday
Thursday
only
July) closed for lunch. Closed Fridays.
Current Office Hours 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday – Thursday. (Closed for lunch occasionally.) Closed Fridays.

Huron United Methodist Church

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage
Permit No. 111
Sandusky, OH 44870

338 Williams Street
Huron, OH 44839-1639
(419) 433-3984 fax: 419-433-5344
church email: huronumc@frontier.com
website: www.huronumc.org

Find us on Facebook

Address Service Requested

Activities Capsules

Have a safe and happy

LABOR Day
Monday, September 7th

with Pastor P.
every Wednesday at 9:00 a.m.
in Bettcher Park

HUMC Quilt Connection

Huron Community Meals
Wednesdays, September 9th & 23rd
5:00-6:00 p.m. First Presbyterian Church

Prayer Path Work Day

and U-Knitted Nations
Please sew or knit while you are at home!!!
Consider sharing photos of what you are
working on with your group through email.

Saturday, September 12th
9:00 a.m.- Noon at Zion Lutheran Church

Praise Band Practice

September 20th

Saturdays 3:00 p.m.

Communion Sunday
September 6th
A Service of Word and Table
will be held in person for 10 persons at a
time in Bettcher Park, beginning at 10:10
a.m. and repeating every 20 minutes with
the last group at 11:30 a.m.
(using pre-packaged cups with wafers).
Please remain in your car
until you see the prior group dismissed.
Masks required.
In the case of inclement weather,
you will be served in your car.

Pantry Sunday
Circuit Rider Newsletter Deadline
Sunday, September 20th for October issue

Please Note:

Huron United
Methodist Church
Endowment Fund
“The best use of life is to
invest in something that will
outlast life.”
For Endowment Fund information,
please contact any Fund
Committee member: Ben Lindsley,
Carole Dreffer, or Jerry Semon.

The building is open 8:00 a.m. (Office open at 9:00 a.m.) to 5:00 p.m.,
Mondays-Thursdays only, closed completely on Fridays, Saturdays and
Sundays.
Please know that Pastor P. is available for spiritual support if you feel the
need. This can be done via phone or in person. Please call her at 419-564-0086
or 419-433-3984.

