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Wow… have we entered a new era or good thing that I’m
what?! Stay inside, stay six feet apart,
both young and
don’t shake hands, don’t touch your face,
familiar with the
wash your hands – again and again and
technology…
again, wear a face mask, sanitize the
Uhhh… That’s
groceries, take your temperature… And
really not the case.
those are the “simple” things. Basically,
I’m neither that “young” nor am I overly
all of us have been learning how to do
familiar with the technology. (I went off
almost everything we do – differently.
to undergrad school at The New
We’ve had to adapt to changed schedules England Conservatory of Music in 1989
and being home; working online – which
packing a Brother electric typewriter
means, for many, learning all kinds of
and I didn’t purchase my first computer
new technology/
until I was headed
programs; and
to seminary at
living without
Methodist
our beloved
Theological
Technology can be
sporting events
School in Ohio in
and favorite
the fall of 2000… a
frustrating at times,
activities like
giant Dell desktop
but thank God
going out to eat
that literally took
and to movies.
up most of my
we have it now!
As a
desktop.) In all
congregation, we
honesty, I have
have experienced
been tempted to
many
throw my
changes.
laptop and
Probably
my phone
the most
against the
noticeable
wall more
are the moves to virtual/online meetings
than a few times over the course of the
(way to ZOOM!), and Facebook Live
last month and a half. I’ve grown weary
worship and daily devotions. In many
of downloading and learning about new
ways, we have actually gone back to the
programs and licenses and remembering
basics. Simpler worship (Sundays at 9:00 passwords, and my eyes are fatigued
AM on Facebook Live) and Daily
from looking at a screen. But, this is the
Devotions (Weekdays at 4:30 PM on
new norm, and it could be oh so much
Facebook Live) with “straight up”
worse, so I will just continue to smile
Scripture and prayers. We’re just airing
and laugh… and be thankful!
them live online, using modern
I am thankful that we are able to
technology. Thank goodness for the
maintain our fellowship with one
technology (even when it frustrates us)
another! I am thankful that we have
that has allowed us to stay connected!
remained generally healthy in the midst
I must admit that I find myself
of this crisis and that you are looking
laughing as people comment on how it’s a out for one another! I am thankful for
(Continued on page 5)

2 • Huron United Methodist Church

Senior Luncheon
To protect the health of our
attendees during this COVID-19
pandemic, there will not be a Senior
Luncheon in May. Any plans for June
will be detailed in the June newsletter
and weekly bulletin announcements.

May 2020

Sunday Morning Worship
It is assumed that we will be continuing the suspension of
in-person worship for quite some time. But we ARE worshipping every
Sunday at 9:00 a.m. via Facebook Live! You do not have to have a
Facebook account to watch! Find us at: facebook.com/huronumc.
Additionally, these broadcasts are recorded so you may watch at a later
time/day. Please let us know you are watching (and with how many
others) by either commenting with your name and number while
watching, or by sending us a text or email.
Pastor P. has been sending out the Sunday Online Order of
Worship on Friday/Saturday and copies of the sermon on Sunday/
Monday via the Circuit Rider email list. If you are not receiving them
and would like to, please let us know. Also, please let us know if there
are others you know who would like to receive these “worship aides.”

Special
#GivingTuesdayNOW
on May 5th
In response to the COVID-19
pandemic, there will be a special
Giving Tuesday on May 5th. Physical
distancing mandates and a sudden
increase in unemployment have put a
financial strain on non-profits,
including churches and churchrelated missions and ministries.
Please support your local church as
your first mission and then consider
also supporting our East Ohio
Conference mission partners.

Adult Membership
If you would like to
know more about joining the
church, please contact Pastor P.

In Case Of Emergency
Please save Pastor P’s cell phone number in your phone
and/or keep it in your wallet or purse. Calling the church is
not always your best option, especially during off hours;
sometimes you need to get in touch with Pastor P. ASAP –
419-564-0086.
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Passing The Virtual Plate
Even though we are not meeting for full "organized"
Sunday morning worship, the pastor and ministry team/
staff are still hard at work: offering pastoral care,
leadership, planning, and keeping things in order for when
we are able to meet again! And our operating expenses –
heat, water, lights, (toilet paper) etc., etc., etc. – still must
be paid. We need to pass the plate. Look at these options:
 Mail your check to 338 Williams Street, Huron, Ohio
44839, or set up a "bill pay" with your bank to send to
HUMC directly.
 Drop off your donation at the church. Check first to
verify the office is open, 419-433-3984. Current Office
Hours are 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Monday thru Thursday.
 Donate online with e-giving. If you have retrieved your
annual giving statement online, you already have a
Realm login. Have your checkbook, debit card or credit
card ready; go to onrealm.org log in; in the menu block
(the three lines at the top left corner) choose "Giving;"
click on the blue "Give" button and follow on from there.
If you are not on
Realm yet, you will need to
contact Beth Anne for an
email invite, or go to
https://onrealm.org/
huronumc. Set up a secure,
personal login and follow
the steps above.
Thank you in advance for understanding the need and
helping in this time of prayerful slowing down and life
changes.

Thank You for supporting the
Mission & Ministry of HUMC! Special
thanks to everyone who has been sending
in, dropping off, or submitting on-line your
tithes and offerings! Thank you as well to everyone who
has been in prayer for the congregation, the staff, and the
pastor! This is indeed a difficult time but – together – we
will “weather the storm.” Your commitment to the
congregation’s mission and ministry is deeply appreciated!
Thank You to our Staff who have been working
“behind the scenes” to keep things going as we move
through this time of physical distancing and online
worship. This includes Beth Anne and Kathy who have
continued “at their posts” IN the church maintaining our
communications and cleanliness/sanitizing. Both of them
have also been tackling projects that typically get pushed
aside when the building is in constant use. Ron continues
to select music and rehearse with the praise team (Tom,
Scott, and Sally and now, Norma) so we are able to include
music in our worship celebrations. Norma played our
organ prelude and postlude on Easter and has come in on
occasion and played the church chimes for people’s
enjoyment. Lance has held a number of meetings about,
and spent a great deal of time working on, LOGOS, VBS,
and our Stephens Ministry. Joe has been maintained his
regular duties as well as taken over “counter” duties.
We have a great team here at HUMC and they are all
working to make sure that we continue to minister to
people both now and when the time comes we may begin
in-person worship and ministry again!

New Huron Community
Churches Facebook Page
If you would like to “keep up” with all the Huron
churches, we have set up a new Facebook page – HURON
COMMUNITY CHURCHES. Basically, it is a place to see
what we are doing together and what special projects we
are each doing. Each pastor will be adding what s/he feels
is appropriate/meaningful. facebook.com/HuronChurches
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Christian Education Activities

Pastor’s Reading List

Things have been quiet for Christian Education. All
of the programs and events have been cancelled or delayed.
Here is the update for May – based on what we know late
in April as this is being written.

(Please note that some books
remain on the list from one
newsletter to the next. When
reading several books at a time,
certain books get put aside for a
while. And, some come off because
I just cannot “get into them.”)
 WHO DO WE CHOOSE TO BE? (Facing Reality,
Claiming Leadership, Restoring Sanity) by Margaret J.
Wheatley
 THE TIPPING POINT (How Little Things Can Make
A Big Difference) by Malcolm Gladwell
 CHRIST IN CRISIS: Why We Need To Reclaim Jesus
by Jim Wallis

Easter Egg Hunt for Children with Special Needs
This event was cancelled for April 5th and
remains so. Depending on the families who
signed up, we may reschedule it later in
the Spring or Summer. Several of the
families were understanding, but said it
was important to them and they were
wondering if we would reschedule.
Vacation Bible School
Tentatively scheduled for July 27-31
from 6:00 to 8:00 PM each evening,
this event is also uncertain. The
First Presbyterian Church is leading
and will let us know how they want
to proceed.
LOGOS
We are working on the LOGOS
curriculum now with ideas to
reorganize it to better address
the needs of LOGOS, the United
Methodist Church, and the kids
and their families. Most of the
regular volunteers are working together on this, and we
have two moms involved also. So we are generating good
ideas. The revised curriculum will be ready for this
September.
Stephen Ministry Training
Currently on hold. The
Commissioning date was going to be
Sunday, May 31. That is being
adjusted weekly and now will fall
sometime later in the Summer.
Included in this Circuit Rider
issue is a flyer that was produced by
Stephen Ministries. This was sent out in an email for our
Stephen Ministers, but the information is appropriate for
those of you who are reaching out to members of our
congregation. Titled “Eight Tips for Stephen Ministers’
Care during Social Distancing” it is a summary of feedback
they have received from Stephen Ministers actively
supporting others in need across the country.

Lance Beebe

Director Christian Education and Spiritual Formation
419-515-1493
ChristianEd@huronumc.org

HUMC Quilt Connection
Our next Sew Day dates are
Fridays, May 1st & 15th in the Youth
Lounge, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. BYO
projects and lunch. If we are not able

to meet, please use these days to sew at home. The next
regular (business) meeting of the HUMC Quilt
Connection is Monday, May 11th at 7:00 p.m. in the Youth
Lounge. Bring any “Show and Tell” to share. We welcome
new members at any time with any skill level. Contact
Cathi Dix at 419-433-5645 or quintquilt@aol.com to

Confirmation Class 2020
Well, we kind of came to a screeching halt with the
onset of the COVID-19 crisis. Pastor P. is considering
ways the class might be able to gather virtually. Please
continue to hold our
young people in your
prayers as they deal
with uncertainties.

Graduation Info/Photos
As of the printing of this newsletter, we do not have a
confirmed date for Huron High School’s Graduation, how
they intend to accomplish it, or where it will be held.
However, we would still like to honor all our high school
AND college graduates on some Sunday in the latter part
of May or early June, either in person or virtually.
Please submit your 2020 grad’s info & photo to the
Church Office by Monday, May 18th. Include full name,
school, diploma/degree received and future plans.
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From Holy Week and
this Easter season: 1) Good
Friday altar in our Chapel
(Rooms 1 & 2); 2) During
Easter Sunday Sunrise
Worship in the Courtyard;
3) Easter Sunday 9:00 a.m.
worship on Facebook Live –
Pastor P. comes to you!
4) All the Huron churches
are ringing our bells at noon
on Sunday until the
COVID -19 crisis is over.

2020 Summer Camps Suspended
After much prayer and consultation, the leadership of
East Ohio Camps is suspending the 2020 Summer Camp
Programs at Aldersgate, Asbury and Wanake. Although
disappointing, the team doesn’t believe that they can
provide safe places for summer camp to happen in the
midst of the COVID-19 pandemic in Ohio this summer.
If you have already registered for a Summer Camp
2020 event, you will be contacted about your refund. You
have the option of making a tax-deductible gift to help see
EOC Camps & Retreat Ministries
through this crisis. You are invited
to visit the East Ohio Camps
website and make an online
donation.
At the present time
Aldersgate, Asbury, and Wanake
are open as sanctuaries for those
practicing social distancing to hike or walk and enjoy
God's creation. Guests are asked to sign in and out
following the posted procedures when you arrive at camp.
Sites are closed to guests attending in groups and staying
overnight.
East Ohio Camps is crafting plans for a family camp
program that fits current restrictions. Please look to the
EOC Summer Camps website.

➍
From The Desk (Continued from page 1)
your faithfulness to the mission and ministry of the church!
I am thankful for everyone who has been helping to
maintain our ministries and facilities, participate in
worship celebrations, and assist and encourage me. I am
thankful for your prayers for the church, the community,
the state, the world! I am thankful for each and every one
of you! May God bless you and
watch over you in
these challenging times!
Grace and Peace,

Pastor P.

Member Brief
A Praise: Caleb Moore, son of Cork & Gretchen,
graduated Sunday, April 19th from Ohio University with
his Bachelor of Science in Nursing! They had a early virtual
commencement for just the nursing students so they can
start working right away.
Prayers for ALL of our frontline and essential workers!
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Notes & Thank Yous

Red For Pentecost

Thank you so much for our
beautiful Easter lily. We are still on
lockdown here at Kingston can not
go out and no one can come in but the staff. They have to have
their temp taken before entering. We also have to have our temp
taken 2 times a day. And everyone has to wear a mask. We are
praying for the day this horrible virus is over.
The lily really brightened up our day. We could see Ron
[Brooker] through our window when he delivered it but of
course could not let him know. You do good work Ron!
God bless, we miss all of you.
Doris & Homer Swinford
–––
Dear Pastor and Church Family:
On Easter Sunday, what a very special surprise to see Ron
Brooker coming up my walk with a lovely plant from the
Church. Thank you! We are enjoying them every day.
Looking forward to all of us being together again in
worship very soon.
Thank you with love,
Ruth Turner & June Badder
–––
Dear Church Family:
You have no idea how grateful I am for your prayers, cards
& notes on my behalf because of my recent fall. I also thank
Pastor P. for being with son Dick during my surgery. Thank you
to the Merckens children for the lovely artwork you sent me. It
was so colorful and uplifting. How could I not get well.
Lastly, a large thank you for the beautiful soft and cozy
prayer quilt. As I use it, I think of the hands that so lovingly
made it, the prayers that accompanied it, and I am moved to the
depths of my being. You are all a treasure beyond my wildest
dreams and my heart is truly filled to overflowing.
My prayers for each of you that God will keep you safe and
well and I look forward to when we can once more worship
together.
Lovingly,
Peggy Cawrse
–––
Thank you and the Church for my gift of flowers on Easter
Sunday. Sorry I was unable to speak to you as family was on the
phone.
Sincerely,
Helen Holl

Sunday, May 31st is Pentecost, the
day we celebrate the coming of the Holy
Spirit. To mark this Holy Day, we ask
everyone to wear red, whether at Church
or at home.
This year, we will be ordering geraniums in flats so
you do not need to go out and shop. These will be planted
in the flower beds as a symbol of the presence of the Holy
Spirit surrounding our church. If you would like to donate
toward this purchase, please send your check to the
Church Office by May 17th. If you would like to help with
planting, please let the Church Office know.

Seeking Applicants For Census
2020 Workers
Once the pandemic has ended, census workers will be
needed to do home visits to those in our community who
have not responded electronically or by mail. If you would
like to apply, go to 2020census.gov/jobs.
If you have not responded to Census 2020, please do
so soon to be counted. Accurate numbers insure that our
area receives the support for the programs our community
members need.
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Milestone Briefs
PASSINGS
 Karen R. Blough Colon, 78,
longtime member, on
04/11/2020.

May Worship Plans

May Birthdays

Even though we are not able to worship “in
-person” we can still study and worship
“together” in the safety of our homes! We will
continue to worship online via Facebook Live
on Sundays at 9:00 AM. Pastor P. will continue
to make sermons available via email and
hardcopy.

Ethan Lee
Mary Hitchcock
Brett Fries
Jordan Boos
Rebecca Rookstool
Elizabeth Brooker
Faith Diffenbacher
Cooper Hughes
Scott Timple
Nancy Meyer
Andrew Bott
Mary Boos
Bethany Marxmiller
Brenna Burlile
Robert Smith
Daniel Wiseman
Brian Wiseman
Madeline Henry
Sarah Ross
Veronica Morehart
Mark Koelsch
Philip Barbour
Joel McFarland
Bryan Haas
Noah Manner
Brittany Rowen
Lillian Haas
Andrea Colon
Kendyll Williams
Judy Wilber
Gregory Semon
Scott Weeman
Gregory Bartzen
Sue Simpson
Rodney Kilbury
Karissa Fox
Jonathan Merckens
Helen Holl
Collin Scheid
Ed Osteen
Kathleen Fialka
Violet King
Judy Patsch
Andrea Gowitzka
Ellie Lesnett
Derek Callin
Amy Wennes
Robert Bruns

May 3: 4th Sunday of Easter, Communion
Scriptures: Acts 2:42-47; Psalm 23; *John 10:1-10
Sermon: “Listening To The Right Voice”

Coffee Hours
Suspended
Even if we return to inperson worship in May, there
will be no Coffee Hours
scheduled until September 20th
at the earliest. That is the Sunday
after Rally Day.

Tentative May Meetings
These may be virtual meetings!
Chairperson will advise.
Stephen Ministers Training:
Thursdays, 7:00 p.m.
Staff-Parish Relations
Committee: Monday, May
11th, 7:00 p.m.
Trustees: Tuesday, May 12th,
7:00 p.m.
Church Council: Tuesday, May
19th, 7:00 p.m.

May 10: 5th Sunday of Easter; Festival of the
Christian Home, Mother’s Day
Scriptures: Acts 7:55-60; Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16;
*John 14:1-14
Sermon: “Believe…”
May 17: 6th Sunday of Easter
Scriptures: Acts 17:22-31; Psalm 66:8-20; *John
14:15-21
Sermon: “Never Alone”
May 24: 7th Sunday of Easter, Ascension
Sunday
Scriptures: Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 47; *Luke 24:44-53
Sermon: “You Are Witnesses”
May 31: Day of Pentecost
Scriptures: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; John 7:37-39;
*Acts 2:1-21
Sermon: “Amazed And Perplexed”
* denotes scripture used for basis of sermon

Other Tentative May Events


Friday, May 29th, 5:00 p.m. & Saturday,
May 30th, 1:45 p.m.: Caylor Rehearsal &
Wedding, off site.

Pantry Sunday Results
What a wonderful response to the
recent Pantry Sunday reminder for April
19th! The cart overflowed onto the
surrounding floor, as seen in the photo
to the right. Even toilet paper!!! Your
generosity is amazing!
Thank you from the Mission
Committee and the Huron Food Pantry
for remembering the hungry of Huron
during this difficult time.
Our next Pantry Sunday collection
is on May 17th.

1
1
2
2
3
4
5
5
5
6
6
6
7
8
9
11
11
12
12
12
14
14
14
15
15
16
16
18
18
18
20
20
21
22
22
22
23
25
25
25
26
26
27
28
29
29
30
30

Holiday
Closure
This is a reminder that the
Church Office will be closed on
Monday, May 25th for the
Memorial Day holiday.
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You are invited to worship and study
You are
with
invited
your family
to worship
of faith
andonstudy
Sundays:
on Sundays:
8:00 a.m. Praise Service, 9:00 a.m. Adult
9:00 a.m.Sunday
Facebook
School,
Live10:00
Worship
a.m. Celebration
(in place of our
Worship,
usual 8:00
Children’s
a.m. Praise
& Junior
Worship;
Church
10:00
(during
a.m. Traditional
school year).
Worship)
Pastor:
Pamela
J. Sayre; Christian
Education/Spiritual
Director
& LOGOS
Lance Beebe;
Pastor: Rev.
Dr. Rev.
J. Roger
Skelley-Watts;
Director
of Music Ministry:Formation
Ron Brooker;
Organist:
NormaCoordinator:
Cook; Housekeeper:
Kathy Faller;
Director
Music
Ministry:
Ron Brooker;
Organist:
Norma Cook;Secretary:
Housekeeper:
Faller;Webmaster:
Treasurer: Joe
Beebe;
Treasurer:
Joe of
Beebe;
Nursery
Director:
Jessica Emery;
Administrative
Beth Kathy
McFarland;
Josh
Orndorff.
Beth McFarland;
Website:
Derek Callin
CertifiedAdministrative
Advanced Lay Secretary:
Servants: Bruce
Rookstool, Jackie
Hamilton;
Basic:&
EdLance
Noftz,Beebe.
Lance Beebe.
Certified 3:30
Advanced
Lay Servant:
Bruce Rookstool;
Basic&Lay
Servant:
Ed in
Noftz.
Office Hours 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. (Summer
p.m.) Monday
– Thursday,
(Wednesday
Thursday
only
July) closed for lunch. Closed Fridays.
Current Office Hours 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday – Thursday. (Closed for lunch occasionally.) Closed Fridays.

Huron United Methodist Church

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage
Permit No. 111
Sandusky, OH 44870

338 Williams Street
Huron, OH 44839-1639
(419) 433-3984 fax: 419-433-5344
church email: huronumc@frontier.com
website: www.huronumc.org

Find us on Facebook

Address Service Requested

Please Note:

Activities Capsules

The Governor, Bishop, and Trustees are continuing to suspend all meetings
at the Church building during May. The building is open 8:00 a.m. (Office
open at 9:00 a.m.) to 5:00 p.m., Mondays-Thursdays only, closed
completely on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, until we are advised to be
able to congregate again.
Please know that Pastor P. is available for spiritual support if you feel the
need. This can be done via phone or in person. Please call her at 419-564-0086
or 419-433-3984.

HUMC Quilt Connection

Did You Notice Anything
That’s Different?
There’s a change to the front page
of The Circuit Rider this month. The
masthead, that part that has the name
and other identifying info at the top of
the page, has been redesigned.
The first newsletter Beth Anne put
together in June 2004 was done quickly without
any time to put her design spin on it. The
September 2004 issue was tweaked quite a bit.
The most recent version in the design evolution came in
June 2005, so this newest change is long overdue!

◄June 2004
▼September 2004

Since
June
2005 ▼

and

U-Knitted Nations

Please sew or knit
while you are at home!!!
Consider sharing photos of what you are
working on with your group through email.

Prayer Path Work Day
Saturday, May 9th,
9:00 a.m.- Noon at Zion Lutheran Church

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY
Sunday, May 10th

Huron Community Meals
Wednesdays, May 13th & 27th,
5:00-6:00 p.m. First Presbyterian Church

Pantry Sunday May 17th
Circuit Rider Newsletter Deadline
Sunday, May 17th for June issue

MOmorial Day
Monday, May 25th, Church Offices closed

Pentecost Sunday
May 31st

