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 It is no secret that I have been both 
pained and troubled by the “recent” 
turmoil within our beloved United 
Methodist Church.  It is true that I 
consider myself first and foremost a 
Christian, but I do live out my faith 
within and through a denominational 
system… My reality is that I have 
basically always been United Methodist 
so even the possibility of “my church” 
separating is difficult.     
 I was born, in 1967, into a small 
Methodist Church which, above its main 
entrance, is a sign stating it was, at one 
time, a Methodist 
Protestant Church.  
(My great 
grandfather Clyde 
Adams did the 
interior woodwork!)  
Of course, in 1968 
when the Methodist 
and Evangelical 
United Brethren 
Churches merged, it 
became a United 
Methodist Church.  
Still in existence, it 
is the church in 
which I was 
baptized and had my 
faith challenged…
many, many times.  
It is the church 
where I served as “choir director” and 
custodian while in junior high and high 
school.  It is the church from which I left 
and went off to college.  It is the church 
where I cried my heart out through  
PaPa’s funeral, where I read Scripture for 
and sang at Aunt Vicki’s funeral, and 
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where I preached 
Grandma Phyl’s 
eulogy…   
 Over the 
years, I left that 
church and 
“The church” 
many times, but 
I always came 
back…(that 
would be God’s prevenient grace at 
work!)… I always came back to The 
United Methodist Church.  And so, for all 
practical purposes, I have been a “UM” 

my entire life.  And, it 
was in and through 
The United 
Methodist Church 
(and its pastors) that 
God called me out of 
my classroom and 
into pastoral 
ministry.  And so, my 
heart aches.  My heart 
aches for The United 
Methodist Church.  
My heart aches for all 
the people FEELING 
hurt and BEING hurt 
by all the arguing, all 
the division, all the 
excluding – real and 
perceived!  My heart 
aches for all the 

people we COULD be helping if we were 
actually, as our Bishop recently reminded 
us, “keeping the main thing the main 
thing!” 
 As I’ve listened to sessions of the 
Special Called General Conference and 
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Senior Luncheon 
 

 The Senior Luncheon for July 
Will meet on the third Thursday, July 
18th at 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall of the Church. Our speaker that 
day will be Mike Lyons, Chairman of 
the Board of 
Trustees of our 
church. He will 
talk about the 
role of the 
Trustees, the 
upkeep on the 
Church building and the parsonage, 
as well as some of the financial 
aspects of our organization.  
 The menu will be sloppy joes on 
a bun, potato salad, baked beans, and 
for dessert, cup cakes. The meal is 
catered by Janet Majoy and costs 
$7.00 cash per person. You make your 
reservation by signing the list in the 
Welcome Center of the Church or by 
calling Judi Graham no later than 
Monday, July 15th at 419-433-5609. 
 Come and learn about the inner 
workings of the church and enjoy an 
indoor summer picnic. 
 The Senior Luncheon for August 
will meet on the third Thursday, 
August 15th at 11:30 a.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall of the Church. Our 
program that day will be presented by 
Chris Hakeman, founder of the 
Community Meal which is served 
twice a month at the Presbyterian 
Church.  
 The 
menu that 
day will be 
chicken 
salad on a croissant, pasta primavera, 
and for dessert, fresh fruit. The meal is 
catered by Janet Majoy and costs 
$7.00 cash per person. You make your 
reservation by signing the list in the 
Welcome Center or by calling Judi 
Graham at 419-433-5609 no later than 
Monday, August 12th. This is an 
opportunity to hear how God has 
impacted a person in our community 
and how she makes it a more 
compassionate place. 
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Update On Christian Education Activities 
 

Parking Lot Fund Raisers – support youth activities 

 Huron River Fest parking will be July 12th and 13th, 
from 5:30 p.m. on the 12th and 3:30 p.m. on the 13th 
until the lot fills each day. 

 We need teams of two; one to collect a donation and a 
second one to help identify open parking spaces.  A 
schedule will be published. 

 Please email or call with your questions or availability: 
ChristianEd@huronumc.org, 419-515-1493. 

Vacation Bible School - July 22nd to 26th, 6:00 to 8:15 p.m. 

 This year’s VBS is coming together nicely.  The theme is 
“Growing our Spiritual Roots”. 

 The program will be simple, enjoyable and informative. 

 Your help is needed for assisting in these areas: 
teaching, music, games, and activities.  The most 
important need is for your help in whatever way you 
can.  Guaranteed – this will be an enriching experience. 

 Please email or call with your questions or availability: 
ChristianEd@huronumc.org, 419-515-1493. 

Fall Semester of LOGOS – Mid September to early December 

 Lisa Beebe is organizing a volunteer training session 
in August 3rd, so if you have ever wanted to help 
with this very successful church program, this is the 
time. Similar to VBS, the need for volunteers –  
includes teaching, music, games, and activities. 

 There is a special need for someone to help cook the 
meals each Wednesday.  You will be working with 
Judy Haas (she will do the planning).  The time is from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m. each 
Wednesday. The meals are simple; like spaghetti versus Boeuf Bourguignon 
(not even sure what that is….). It’s some work, but the rewards and benefits, 
like lots of hugs and smiles from the kids, make it worthwhile. 

 Please email or call with your questions or availability: 
ChristianEd@huronumc.org, 419-515-1493. 

CPR Skills Refresher 
 Need to refresh these skills?  We are gathering a group to do 

just that.  Once we have enough people we’ll agree on a date 
and time.  If you’re interested, let us know below: 
ChristianEd@huronumc.org, 419-515-1493. 

LifeTree Café  
 

 Summer LifeTree Café is back, meeting just once a month 
on the fourth Thursday, 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. at the Christian 
Center behind Zion Lutheran Church, 930 Main Street, Huron.  
For information call 419-433-4955.  
 Thursday, July 25th:“Declutter Your Life: Practical Ways to Find Outer 
Order and Inner Calm,” features a filmed interview with Gretchen Rubin, 
author of best-selling book The Happiness Project.  
 Thursday, August 22nd: “Why are You So Hard on Yourself.” You will 
discover your true value and why sometimes you are so hard on yourself. 
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 Summer Group  
Sign-Ups are available in the 
Welcome Center!  Remember, 
this first session is only FIVE 
weeks long – weeks of June 16th 
through July 14! (AND another 
thing to remember: with 
STICKY CHURCH if you have 
to miss a week or two IT’S 
REALLY OKAY – you don’t get 
behind!)  Go ahead!  Sign up!  
Come see what it’s all about – 
you might just REALLY enjoy it!  
And, you may have some good 
ideas about how we might make 
it even better! Optimal size of a 
group is 8 – 12 people. 
 Current options for the five-
week summer session are: 
 

Facilitator: Pastor P. 
Day: Mondays 
Time: 8:00 p.m. (“Sunset Study”) 
Location: Bettcher Park  
 

Facilitator: Pastor P. 
Day: Tuesdays 
Time: 8:45 a.m.  
Location: Berardi’s (“Berardi’s 
Breakfast Bunch”) 
 

Facilitator: Alyson Wilson 
Day: Wednesdays 
Time: 8:30 a.m. Optional Pier 
Walk; 9:15 a.m. Sticky Church 
Discussion 
Location: Bettcher Park 
 

Facilitator: Loretta Majoy 
Day: Wednesdays (Studying 
“Jesus Calling”) 
Time: 11:00 a.m. 
Location: Church/Sanctuary 
 

Facilitator:  Lance Beebe 
Day: Thursdays (“Filling A 
Need”) 
Time: 9:00 a.m.  
Location: Gathering Grounds 
Coffee Shop 

Finance Moves And Church Council Approves 
 

 Your Finance Committee recently brought a motion to Church Council to 
approve three new rules for church expenditures. Church Council approved 
these at their meeting on May 28th. They are: 

 2019-01 
No purchases shall be made without approval of an official committee of the 
congregation (minimum agreement by at least two members). 

 2019-02 
All purchase to be made online must go through the Administrative Secretary. 

 2019-03 
No one but the Administrative Secretary shall order directly from the 
following entities: Cokesbury, or any other business with which the church 
may, in the future, set up an account. 

 These rules apply to all committees, (and their sub-committees) of the 
Church with the exception of the Trustees. The Trustees are exempt from these 
rules because they need to work in “real time” (i.e. if something breaks they 
need to be able to order parts, etc., without waiting for approval in order to 
keep proper maintenance of the Church building and grounds). 
 Contact Finance with your questions or clarification. 

More Monster Mulch 
 

 Wow, what a miracle Saturday’s (6/8) Prayer Path Work day/
Monster Mulch day was. So much was done and a thank you to all. 
Since the lower path was so wet, a sequel to Monster Mulch will  
be July 20th prayer path work day. We have the lower  
path and some perimeter path to do.   
 Saturday, July 20, 2019, 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  

 Lunch will be served 
 If you have questions: 419-602-4350 

our own Annual Conference and read postings on Facebook pages and articles 
elsewhere, I’ve sometimes wondered what all this arguing and disagreement is 
really about…  Is it about the authority of Scripture as some say?  Is it about 
power and who gets to be in control?  Is it about money and property?  I know 
those questions may sound a tad cynical, but sometimes I have to wonder.  I 
have to wonder because sometimes the things people write and say… well, 
frankly, the words are just so devoid of love and compassion… 
 So, in addition to turning to God in prayer and to my Bible for words of 
wisdom and comfort, I turn also to the opinions and wisdom of writers I 
respect.  One of those is one we recently lost way too soon, Rachel Held Evans.  
In her book INSPIRED (Slaying Giants, Walking On Water, And Loving The 
Bible Again), she makes some interesting points about interpreting Scripture.  
In light of all that is being said, discussed, and argued on so many levels, I’m just 
going to put a couple quotes out here for you to ponder. 
 “…Bible stories don’t have to mean just one thing.  Despite what you may 
have heard from a pastor or Sunday school teacher along the way, faithful 
engagement with Scripture isn’t about uncovering a singular, moralistic point 
to every text and then sticking to it.  Rather, the very nature of the biblical text 

From The Desk … (Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Retired Roger Report – Year One! 
 

 It was last Christmas Eve, sitting in a pew of the 
Vermilion: Grace UMC. As we joined with the congregation 
in singing, “Go Tell It On the Mountain,” my retired clergy 
wife Joan turned to me and whispered, “Do you realize that 
this is the first time we’ve worshipped together, with no 
responsibilities, in 44 years?” The only response I could 
utter was, “WOW!” 
 Such is the season of new beginnings, that many of you 
have experienced, or will I hope be so blessed, of transition 
into the “retired relationship”, as our Bishop Tracey Malone 
would call it. My retirement class was the largest in East 
Ohio history, and my service record topped the list at 46 
years ordained. So this was one of the most significant 
changes of life experienced by the Skelley-Watts family. 
 Fortunately, we had already moved into our log cabin 
home off the Vermilion River, and installed our kayak 
floating dock. Your many gracious words and gifts, as well 
as the generous transition gestures of dear Pastor Pamela, 
smoothed the path onto a relaxing journey of adventure. I 
also scheduled several sessions with our EOC staff coun-
selor, who was planning his own retirement, so we walked 
through the 5 stages of grief together toward victory. 
 In order to get in and out of that kayak, the first goal 
was to fix five years of progressive arthritis by scheduling a 
left knee replacement, which was accomplished on 
November 8. Also, our daughter Kathryn needed hip 
surgery, and the best place for it was Cleveland. So nurse 
Joan set up an infirmary at home, helped by our Standard 
Schnauzer Greta, and Kathryn’s English Lab puppy Mabel. 
Keeping all of our meds and doctors’ appointments straight 
was the greatest of challenges, which Joan, as the 
household’s only driver, achieved with humor, tenacity and 
super-human strength. All is now well, and daughter and 
dad are both walking on our own – hurray! 
 I carried my congas and bongos down the road to the 
V:GUMC Praise Band, which Joan directs. Ron Brooker was 
right – she’s much harder on me than he was – lol. They 
offer a Summer service at Sherod Park. Joan has expanded 
her music by taking workshops at Asheville, NC, and 
getting a dulcimer repaired that had been a gift from her 
father, Stuart Skelley. 
 I’ve kept hands into my passion for missions by 
accepting our Firelands District Superintendent’s invitation 
to become Chairperson of the Mission Evaluation and 
Funding Committee. Also, I’m the Chaplain of CHOAids, 
the only school/clinic that serves orphans with AIDS in 
Haiti. When my 70th birthday arrived (what!?), The 
Steubenville Urban Mission was celebrating their 60th, so 
instead of soliciting gifts for myself, I’m asking folks to give 
to the Mission instead. $3,220.00 has come in so far – 
hallelujah! 
 Joan and I first met as students at Princeton 

Theological Seminary. This year was my 45th reunion and 
her 44th, so we traveled to New Jersey for a fun trip down 
memory lane. Kenda Creasy Dean, one of my former 
campers who’s now the Professor of Youth Ministries there, 
met us for a laugh-filled lunch. 
 Always needing to connect to our community, I 
transferred my Rotary membership from Huron to 
Vermilion, joined the Main Street Group for Public Art, 
finished some cartooning and family research, got involved 
in the mid-term elections, attended the El Salvador Bishop 
(now Saint) Oscar Romero’s beatification service; and 
organized my new storage unit with leftover files, toys, and 
memorabilia. 
 My sister Renee retired from her position of Facilities 
Manager of the College of Public Health at The OSU. Nicole 
Edwards is a Financial Advisor with Morgan Stanley, 
Columbus. Kathryn has been hired as Farm Manager of DIG
-IN, a non-profit community organic operation helping low-
income families self-sustain. 
 I did get to speak/preach, at Vermilion UMC, Kelley’s 
Island, Lakeside Dockside, and the Urban Mission 60th 
celebration. Andrew is the restaurant manager and partner 
at The Boneyard in Broadview Heights, his wife Katie a high 
honoree in commercial real estate for Colliers Cleveland. 
We’re planning a return visit to North Carolina soon. 
 Our entire family will forever be grateful for the love 
that surrounded us the entire 16 years of our ministry 
together, and carried us into the “retired relationship”. An 
extra blessing has been to hand the baton over to such a 
loving Pastor Pamela. We think of all of you often, and send 
you our very best wishes. 
 Peace and prayers, 
 
 
 
 
 Retired Roger Skelley-Watts 
 Your Forever Friend in Christ 

The SkelleyThe SkelleyThe Skelley---Watts family relaxing Watts family relaxing Watts family relaxing    
at Lakeside retirement party.at Lakeside retirement party.at Lakeside retirement party.   



UNCOR Benefits From 

AmazonSmile  
 

 This is your quarterly 
AmazonSmile donation notification. 
Your charity, UMCOR, recently 
received a quarterly donation of 
$2,305.69 thanks to customers 
shopping at smile.amazon.com. To 
date, AmazonSmile has donated a 
total of: $35,003.25 to UMCOR; 
$134,890,393.33 to all charities. 
Thank you for supporting UMCOR 
by shopping at smile.amazon.com.  
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New UMC Program Earns Cash For HUMC 
reported about in the article at right. 
That program  is just for purchases 
made through smile.amazon.com and 
the benefit goes to a charity that you 
specify on your AmazonSmile 
account.)  
 Visit umcmarket.org to sign up, 
view the list of retailers (like Kohl’s, 
Groupon, Staples, Target, Campus 
Book Rentals, The New York Times, 
Overstock, and many more), and get 
going on earning for Huron UMC by 
shopping online as you already do!  

 The online shopping mall, 
umcmarket.org, gives cash back to 
our Huron United Methodist Church 
for your purchases made through the 
site. You can go directly to the site via 
your web browser or download an 
app. A donate button browser 
extension (for Chrome and Firefox) is 
also available to alert you to retailers 
that are part of the mall when you go 
to that retailer’s site directly, so you 
never miss a chance to make your 
purchase count toward earnings.  
 How does this program work? 
This program is free and costs you, 
the purchaser, nothing. Nor does it 
cost the church. We earn every time 
you click through the site, app, or 
browser extension, and shop. The 
amount you earn for the church is 
shown for each store. In addition to 
earning, you will also get the same 
sales/discounts (and often better) as if 
you went directly to the store site.  

 July is “Christmas in July 
DOUBLE Donation Month”! The 
entire month our church will earn 
double donations from select retailers, 
as a way to turbo boost our 
fundraising efforts. Just sign in to the 
mall and select from your favorite 
retailers. When you do your normal 
shopping, our church earns a 
donation on each purchase with 
donations from featured retailers 
being doubled. All! Month! Long! 
 From new sneakers to copy 
paper to booking a trip, supporters 
will earn donations for our church 
that can be used for mission trips,  
food pantry, or any other program 
that needs funding. It’s free, it’s easy, 
and it’s the fastest way to raise funds 
through the online shopping, which 
we are already doing.  
 (This program is totally separate 
from the AmazonSmile program 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/r.html?C=2W0V3KRGOL26X&K=OTNK82UUXEDM&M=urn:rtn:msg:20190612073125dba19df4d4e44983bee6aa8bbfc0p0na&R=1T425K4TSJDN9&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_8705550_414133930_smi_em_disb_body1&H=OF235CQSQGBHAMAUCWKDZSCTA4YA&r
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/r.html?C=2W0V3KRGOL26X&K=OTNK82UUXEDM&M=urn:rtn:msg:20190612073125dba19df4d4e44983bee6aa8bbfc0p0na&R=DES4QAWFF8NG&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_8705550_414133930_smi_em_disb_body2&H=X80IRRRSFATREYLNAN977ARBAASA&re


July/August 2019 6  •   Huron United Methodist Church 

Summer Worship Plans 
 

July 7: Fourth Sunday After 
Pentecost/Communion/Sticky 
Church #4 

Scriptures: Psalm 30;Galatians 6:7-16; 
*Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 

Sermon: “Citizens Of Heaven”  
 

July 14: Fifth Sunday After Pentecost/
Sticky Church #5 

Scriptures: Psalm 82; Colossians 1:1-
14; *Luke 10:25-37 

Sermon: “Passing By On The Other 
Side” 

 

July 21: Sixth Sunday After Pentecost 
Scriptures: Psalm 52; Colossians 1:15-

28; *Luke 10:38-42 
Sermon: “Ever-Present Distractions” 
 

July 28: Seventh Sunday After 
Pentecost 

Lectionary Scriptures: Hosea 1:2-10; 
Psalm 85; Colossians 2:6-15 (16-19); 
Luke 11:1-13 

Sermon: Lay Leader Bruce Rookstool 
leading worship 

 

August 4: Eighth Sunday After 
Pentecost/Communion 

Scriptures: Psalm 107:1-9, 43; 
Colossians 3:1-11; *Luke 12:13-21 

Sermon: “A Rich Relationship With 
God” 

 

August 11: Ninth Sunday After 
Pentecost 

Scriptures: Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23; Luke 
12:32-40; *Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

Sermon: “Faith… And Things Not 
Seen” 

 

August 18: Tenth Sunday After 
Pentecost 

Scriptures: Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19; Luke 
12:49-56; *Hebrews 11:29 – 12:2 

Sermon: “Keeping Your Eyes On 
Jesus” 

 

August 25: Eleventh Sunday After 
Pentecost 

Scriptures: Psalm 71:1-6; Hebrews 
12:18-29; *Luke 13:10-17 

Sermon: “Taking On The Hypocrites” 
 

* denotes scripture used as basis for 
sermon 

model, or are we reading with the 
prejudices of judgment and power, 
self-interest and greed?  Are we 
seeking to enslave or liberate, burden 
or set free?” (p. 56) 
 May we all be in prayer for one 
another, for our community, and for 
our Church.  And, no matter what, 
may we be faithful to God and the 
mission and ministry to which we 
have been called!  Let us always keep 
the main thing the main thing! 
 Grace and Peace, 
 
 
 
 
 Pastor P. 

invites us to consider the 
possibilities.” (p. 40) 
 “The truth is, you can bend 
Scripture to say just about anything 
you want it to say.  You can bend it 
until it breaks.  For those who count 
the Bible as sacred, interpretation is 
not a matter of whether to pick and 
choose, but how to pick and choose.  
We’re all selective.  We all wrestle 
with how to interpret and apply the 
Bible to our lives.  We all go to the 
text looking for something, and we all 
have a tendency to find it.  So the 
question we have to ask ourselves is 
this: are we reading with the 
prejudice of love, with Christ as our 

From The Desk … (Continued from page 3) 

INK & TONER      

CARTRIDGES 
 

Collection of empty cartridges 

continues. Place in the box by 

the Fellowship Hall doors. 

Ushers at 10:00 
 

July 7:  
  Mike Lyons & Tank Rogers 
July 14: 

Mike Prosser & Derek Callin 
August 18:  
 Jerry Taylor & Derek Callin  
 

All remaining 
Sundays in July & 
August are available 
to be an Usher. 
Please sign up in the 
Welcome Center. 

Greeters at 10:00 
 

August 4: Mary Boos 
 

The remaining 
Sundays in July 
& August are 
available to be a 
Greeter. Please 
sign up in the Welcome Center. 

Notes & Thank Yous 
 

Dear Huron UMC, 
 … Thank you 
for your kind 
donation of laundry 
detergent, personal care items, and office 
supplies!...  
 ...Thank you for sponsoring Pamela 
Sayre through your gift of $405.00 to 
participate in the Dick Parks Memorial 
Race at the Rock! 
 ...We were blessed to raise more than 
$66,000...! Thank you for your continued 
support and for contributing to our most 
successful race ever!... 
 Yours in Faith 
 Karen L. Kilgo, President/CEO 

–––  
Dear Church Family, 
 A note to thank Pastor P. for 
visiting Gary in Hospice and me @ home.  
 Really appreciate the wonderful 
caring cards from so many of you – the 
Barbours, Taylors, Prestons, Dreffers, 
Stierhoffs, and Wisemans. 
 As I journey through ALS, it means 
so much to be remembered. 
 Ginny & Gary Steiner 
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Money Counters 
 

July 7: 
 Alyson Wilson 
 Norma Cook 
July 14: 

Judy Wilber 
 Dave Wilber & Carole Dreffer 
July 21:  
 Dee Hartley 
 Bonnie & Ben Lindsley 
July 28:  
 Barb Ringle  
 Norma Cook 
August 4:  
 Joe Beebe 
 Lance Beebe 
August 11:  
 Carol Schell 
 Ted & Jane Meyer 
August 18:  
 Wanda Lyons  
 Mike Lyons & Mary Boos 
August 25:  
 Alyson Wilson 
 Terry Wiseman 

Milestone Briefs 
 

PASSINGS 
 Joanne Overson, 69, on 

4/30/19. 
 Leland Turner, 88, husband of 

Ruth, on 6/9/19. 

Liturgists  
  

July 7:  
 8:00 Cathi Dix 
 10:00 Alyson Wilson  
July 14: 
 8:00 Marge Knight 
 10:00 Kathy Faller  
July 21: 
 8:00 Tom Sprunk 
 10:00 Al Meyer  
July 28: 
 8:00 Carole Dreffer 
 10:00 Ron Faller  
August 4: 
 8:00 Beth Hanson 
 10:00 Julie Spitzley  
August 11: 
 8:00 Marge Knight 
 10:00 Derek Callin  
August 18: 
 8:00 Carole Dreffer 
 10:00 Jack Hubbard  
August 25: 
 8:00 Cathi Dix 
 10:00 Alyson Wilson  

Communion Help 
 

July 7: 
 8:00 John Knight 
 10:00 Open 
August 4: 
 8:00 Phil Barbour 
 10:00 Open 

Summer Meetings 
 

Trustees: July/August meetings called only if urgent need. 
LOGOS Training: Saturday, August 3rd, 8:00 a.m.-3:00 

p.m., Fellowship Hall. 
Stephen Ministers Leader’s Training: Pastor P. & Lance 

Beebe attending Sunday, August 4th-Saturday, August 
10th, Pittsburgh, PA. 

Staff: Monday, August 12th, 6:00 p.m., location TBD.  
Staff-Parish Relations Committee: (No meeting in July) 

Tuesday, August 13th, 7:00 p.m. Rooms 3 & 4.  
LOGOS Team: Wednesday, August 14th, 7:00 p.m., Rooms 

3 & 4. 
Church Council: Tuesday, August 20th, 7:00 p.m., Rooms 

3 & 4. 
Praise & Worship: Tuesday, August 27th, 6:30 p.m., 

Rooms 3 & 4. 
Finance Committee: Thursday, August 29th, 7:00 p.m., 

Rooms 3 & 4. 

Summer Birthdays 
 

July 
 

Julia Klinger  2  
Laura Beebe  3  
Lynn Bronner  3  
Kelly Gray  4  
Karl Stierhoff  6  
Peter Gray  7  
Roman Rose  8  
Rawdah Figueroa  8  
Kimberly Hartnett  9  
Mary See  9  
Deana Claubaugh  9  
Geraldine Wentz  10  
Otis Bronner  15  
Courtney Williams  15  
Amanda Boos  16  
Kasey Clayman  16  
Kimberly King  16  
Jessica Emery  17  
Margaret Barbour  18  
 

August 
 

Mattie Hager  1  
Emily Pearce  2  
Conor Fortune  2  
Morgan Odell  2  
JoAnn Taylor  2  
Austin Maddox  3  
James Seiple  4  
Sharon McDonald  4  
Mikey Bogart  5  
Katherine Henry  6  
John Noftz  6  
Mia Meyer  6  
Abigail Wiseman  6  
Dan Rosenberg  8  
Christen McFarland  9  
Marcia Russ  10  
Bryce Garza  10  
Amber Callin  10  
Kathy Koelsch  10  
Siera Enderle  11  
Sarah Ennis  13  
Sue Lyman  13  
Alli Grendow  14  
Sherry Orndorff  14  
Ed Pettegrew  15  
Tres Hernandez  15  
Corey Ringle  16  

 
Robert Reynolds  18  
Lila Rogers  18  
Nancy Freitas  19  
Alyson Wilson  19  
Laura Barnes  20  
Ryan Cook  21  
Janet Hamilton  22  
Blair Porter  23  
Benjamin Fries  24  
Laverne Bartzen  24  
Christa Bronner  25  
Denise Bogart  25  
Peyton Potts  25  
Payton White  27  
Jack Lesnett  27  
Ginny Corbett  28  
Conner Morehart  29  
Phillip Noftz  30  
Scarlet King  30  
 

August 
 

Devon Grendow  17  
Mark Claubaugh  17  
Dan Soisson  17  
Sophie Lee  18  
Adam Piontkowski  19  
Paul Wilson  20  
Lois Deffenbaugh  20  
Jeff Fortune  21  
Lydia Hager  21  
Katie Haas  22  
Samuel Lee  23  
Joseph Dumminger  23  
Jeanne Butler-Gilbert  24  
Homer Swineford  24  
Ryleigh Gowitzka  24  
Thomas Hastings  25  
Sarah Baumgardner  26  
Patricia Burt  26  
Lucie Meyer  26  
Diane Timple  27  
Henry Scott  27  
Robert Neumann  27  
David Dreffer  28  
Elizabeth Fries  28  
Ron Hamilton  29  
Scott Maddox  31  
George Shimpeno  31  

Other Summer Events 
 

 Friday-Sunday, July 12th-14th: Huron River Fest at 
Boat Basin. HUMC Parking Lot Fundraiser on Friday 
(5:30) & Saturday (3:30) until the lot fills. 

 Thursdays, July 18th & August 15th: Village Green 
Association Meeting, 7:00 p.m. Rooms 3 & 4. 

 Saturday, July 27th: Non-Member Baby Shower, 1:00-
3:00 p.m. Fellowship Hall/Kitchen. 

 Saturday, August 24th: Boos Shower, 11:00 a.m. 
Fellowship Hall/Kitchen. 



July/August 2019 8  •  Huron United Methodist Church 

You are invited to worship and study with your family of faith on Sundays: 8:00 a.m. Praise Service, 9:00 a.m. Adult 
Sunday School, 10:00 a.m. Celebration Worship, Children’s & Junior Church (during school year).  

 

Pastor: Rev. Dr. J. Roger Skelley-Watts; Director of Music Ministry: Ron Brooker; Organist: Norma Cook; Housekeeper: Kathy Faller;  
Treasurer: Joe Beebe; Nursery Director: Jessica Emery; Administrative Secretary: Beth McFarland; Webmaster: Josh Orndorff.  

Certified Advanced Lay Servants: Bruce Rookstool, Jackie Hamilton; Basic: Ed Noftz, Lance Beebe.  
Office Hours 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. (Summer 3:30 p.m.) Monday – Thursday, (Wednesday & Thursday only in July) closed for lunch. Closed Fridays.  

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage 

Permit No. 111 
Sandusky, OH 44870 

The Huron United Methodist Church 

338 Williams Street  
Huron, OH 44839-1639 
(419) 433-3984 fax: 419-433-5344 
church email: huronumc@frontier.com 
website: www.huronumc.org  
       Find us on Facebook  

SENIOR LUNCHEONS 
Thursdays, July 18th & August 15th 

11:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 

Pantry SundaysPantry Sundays   

July 21st & August 18th 

Circuit Rider Newsletter Deadline 
Sunday, August 18th for September issue 

Prayer Path Work Day 
Saturday, July 20th & August 10th 

9:00 a.m.- Noon at Zion Lutheran Church 

You are invited to worship and study on Sundays:  
8:00 a.m. Praise Worship; 10:00 a.m. Traditional Worship with Children’s Church on 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sundays. 

 

Pastor: Rev. Pamela J. Sayre; Christian Education/Spiritual Formation Director & LOGOS Coordinator: Lance Beebe;  
Director of Music Ministry: Ron Brooker; Organist: Norma Cook; Housekeeper: Kathy Faller; Treasurer: Joe Beebe;  

Administrative Secretary: Beth McFarland; Website: Derek Callin & Lance Beebe.  
Certified Advanced Lay Servants: Bruce Rookstool; Basic: Ed Noftz, Lance Beebe.  

Office Hours 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday – Thursday. (Closed for lunch occasionally.) Closed Fridays.  

Cloggers’ Practice 
Mondays & Thursdays 

5:00 - 7:15 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

HUMC Quilt Connection 

 Friday Sew Days: July 5th & 19th;  
August 2nd & 16th 

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Youth Lounge 
Monday meetings: July 15th & August 12th  

7:00 p.m., Youth Lounge 

Communion Sundays 
July 7th & August 4th 

HOUSE of PRAYER 
Wednesdays 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m., 

 Sanctuary 

Men In Worship 
6:15 a.m. Wednesday Mornings 

Emotions Anonymous 
Wednesdays, 7:00-8:00 p.m., Rms 1 & 2 

Ballroom Dancing 
Tuesdays 7:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

U-Knitted Nations 
Mondays, 7:00-8:00 p.m. in Rooms 1 & 2 

Huron Community Meals 
Wednesdays, July 10th & 24th;  

August 14th & 28th, 5:00-6:00 p.m.,  
First Presbyterian Church 

Summer Meetings & Events on page 7. 

HUMC/FPC  

Vacation Bible SchooVacation Bible Schooll  
Monday, July 22nd thru Friday, July 26th 

6:00 - 8:15 p.m. at HUMC 

Vacation Days Scheduled 
 

 Beth Anne has scheduled two 
vacation days: Monday, July 1st & 
8th. Pastor P. has scheduled Saturday, 
July 27th through Friday, August 2nd. 
Their respective offices will be closed 
those days. 

Praise Band Practice 
 Wednesdays 8:00 p.m. 

River Fest Parking Lot Fundraiser 
Friday, July 12th, 5:30 p.m. &  
Saturday, July 13th, 3:30 p.m.  

until the lot fills each night 

Activities Capsules 

Address Service Requested 

GO GREEN!  

Sign up for email delivery of 

your Circuit Rider.  

Just email your request to 

huronumc@frontier.com. 
Happy Independence Day 

Thursday, July 4th 
Church & Pastor’s Offices closed 

LOGOS training 
Saturday, August 3rd, 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

HUMC Fellowship Hall 



East Ohio 2019 Annual Conference Report 
 

JUNE 14, 2019 EOC NEWS 

By Rick Wolcott* 

Bishop Tracy S. Malone presided 
over the 50th session of Annual 
Conference, which was held again 
this year at Lakeside Chautauqua 
on the shore of Lake Erie. 

Annual Conference 2019 was the third conference centered on our quadrennial theme Bearing Fruit that Lasts: Called, 
Committed, Connected. This year we highlighted the joy of making a commitment to take up residence in God’s love 
and extend that love to others.  

“Being committed to Christ commits us to one other. We are bound together in the life, death and resurrection of 
Christ. We are bound through the covenant of our baptism. Friends, this is who we are,” Bishop Tracy S. Malone said in 
her Episcopal Address. 

The six worship services of the week were guided by the words from John 15:9-15 (CEB) and the business sessions 
reinforced our East Ohio Conference vision to “equip and support pastors, congregations and faith communities to 
grow in their capacity bear fruit that lasts” making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

There were 60 first-time members to Annual Conference among the 691 clergy and 
727 lay members assembled in Hoover Auditorium. 

Monday morning’s opening service, the Service of Commemoration and Holy 
Communion, recognized 49 saints who joined the church triumphant since Annual 
Conference 2018. The Celebration of Retirement that evening saw 35 clergy feted for 
their combined 868 years of service. 

“Think of the difference you have made in so many lives,” Malone said. “All you’ve 
given and all you have received is blessed.” 

The Service of Commissioning and Ordination began with a procession of nearly 200 
clergy, showing their covenant to one another. Ten clergy 
were commissioned and seven were ordained during the 
service this year. 

Rev. Dr. F. Douglas Powe, Jr., director of the Lewis Center 
for Church Leadership of Wesley Theological Seminary was 
the keynote speaker for each of the three learning 
components centered around the emphases of the East 
Ohio Conference vision: being, making, and maturing 
disciples of Jesus Christ; being God’s agents of 
transformation in our communities and throughout the 
world; and being bold and courageous leaders in reaching 
new people, younger people, and a more diverse people. 
Ministries of the people, churches and agencies of the East 
Ohio Conference opened each of the three segments. 

A component of the Annual Conference 2019 business sessions was election of General/Jurisdictional Conference 
delegates. The East Ohio Conference delegation to General Conference 2020, to be held May 5-15 in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, is: Rev. Gary Henderson, Rev. Andy Call, Rev. Dan Bryant, Rev. Matthew Laferty, Rev. Armando Arellano, 
Rev. Benita Rollins, Jerry Rinehart, Ellen Burrows, Dr. Martha Banks, Betty Wilson, Bob Wagner, and Holly Grant. 

https://eocumcnews.com/2019/06/14/east-ohio-2019-annual-conference-report/
https://eocumcnews.com/author/eocumcblog/
https://www.eocumc.com/eoac19/
https://eocumcnews.com/2019/06/14/east-ohio-2019-annual-conference-report/48037974963_7fd6bc7a7b_o-1/
https://eocnews.files.wordpress.com/2019/06/48046254546_98789eede5_o.jpg


Each of those delegates will also be part of the East Ohio delegation to Jurisdictional Conference 2020, to be held July 
15-18 of that year in Fort Wayne, Indiana. Joining them on the delegation are: Rev. Cara Stultz Costello, Rev. Abby 
Auman, Rev. Nestor Nazario, Rev. Karen Oehl, Rev. Jon Priebe, Rev. Susan Brown, Connor Prusha, Sarah Dixon, Donald 
Burdsall, Thomas Lewis, Susan Achberger, and Lucinda Starr. 

The alternate reserve delegates to Jurisdictional Conference 2020 are: Rev. Carrie Antczak, Rev. Heidi Welch, Rev. Jared 
Gadomski Littleton, Rev. Laura Jaissle, Rev. Clinton Quillen, Jr., Allen Laferty, Kimberly Green, William Watts, Richard 
Corder, and Kathy Palmer. 

East Ohio Conference statistics from Thursday’s Financial Report: 

 East Ohio Conference paid General Church Apportionments at 100% for the 14th-consecutive year. 
 Proposed 2020 Conference budget is $11,559,663, a 5% decrease from the 2019 budget. 
 Membership continues to decrease, in 2018 by 4.09%, to 133,219. 
 Average worship is down 6.04% from the previous year to 47,722. 
 Professions of faith have decreased 3.98% to 989. 
 Baptisms decreased 7.15% in 2018 to 1,233. 
 Average weekly attendance in Sunday school decreased approximately 1.32% to 14,626. 
 The number of ongoing small groups, support groups or classes other than Sunday school saw a 3.12% increase 

to 2,515. 
 The number of persons serving in mission/community ministries increased 4.05% to 27,628 in 2018. 

Closed Churches: 

Cabinet recognized the ministry that has taken place during the life of eight churches that closed this year. The 
churches are: 

 Aurora UMC (Western Reserve District), 
 Dennison Good Shepherd UMC (Tuscarawas District), 
 North Lawrence Faith UMC (Canal District), 
 Seven Hills UMC (North Coast District), 
 Wellsville UMC (Mahoning Valley District). 

Midwest Mission Distribution truck and Eastbrook Mission 
Barn truck left Lakeside carrying more than $12,000 in cash 
donations as well as: 

 850 cleaning buckets, 
 750 hygiene kits, 
 540 school kits, 
 1,325 personal dignity kits, 
 185 baby palettes, 
 300 homemade hospital gowns, and 
 medical supplies. 

Thanks to the generosity of clergy and laity members of Annual 
Conference and their congregations, countless lives will be 
touched because of the money given during these offerings: 

 $24,958.46 was given during the Annual Conference 
offering at Lakeside. This total does not include 
donations sent to the Conference lockbox, which will 
increase the total given in the offering. Each of the 
following will receive one-third of the offering: Urban 
Mission in Steubenville, the general fund at Africa 
University, and the Bishop’s Discretionary Fund. 

 $7,391 was raised during the 5k Run /1-mile Walk for 
missions. 

https://eocumcnews.com/2019/06/14/east-ohio-2019-annual-conference-report/48051187736_0bb1221bc2_k/
https://eocumcnews.com/2019/06/13/wednesday-business-session-recap/48050026513_f73ebc7486_o/


Award Recipients: 

 Council of Bishops United Methodist Ecumenical and Interreligious Training (UMEIT) Certificates presented by 
Bishop Tracy S. Malone to the Rev. Karen Graham, chair of East Ohio Conference Office of Christian Unity and 
Interreligious Relationships (OCUIR) committee; Will Jones, East Ohio Conference director of Multicultural 
Vitality; and Joy Parker, director of new ministry development in the North Coast District. 

 Epikoinonia (Eppy) Award for Excellence in Communication Ministry presented by the Rev. Gary Henderson, 
chief relationship officer with United Methodist Communications, to Rick Wolcott, director of Communications 
for the East Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church. 

 One Matters Discipleship Award presented by the Rev. Kelly Brown, East Ohio Conference director of 
Congregational Vitality on behalf of Discipleship Ministries to the Rev. Adam Davis and Pastor Kelsey Orosan of 
Lorain Lighthouse UMC. 

Resolutions: 

 Resolution 2019-01: “To Rebuild, Reclaim the Christian Community: ‘Church’” 
This resolution calls for encouraging Conference members to actively model care and compassion for people 
who are often overlooked and marginalized in our society; to combat bullying, racism, xenophobia, greed, the 
hoarding of privilege and power, sexual assault and the detention of minor immigrants, separating them from 
their families; to support all efforts to build relationships among people, instead of building walls among diverse 
ethnicities and cultures; to celebrate the joy of difference God created, instead of denying and judging. In 
pursuing this end, local church units should commit to building a true “community” through personal and public 
activities such as reading Scripture, praying, and seeking to discern God’s guidance in our individual lives, striving 
towards true discipleship, and transforming our communities by our example and participation in relationship 
with others. 
Submitted by: East Ohio Methodist Federation of Social Action, East Ohio Reconciling Ministries Network, East 
Ohio Board of Church & Society, and East Ohio United Methodist Women 
The motion was approved. 

 Resolution 2019-02: “Culture of Call Sunday” 
This resolution calls for all worshipping communities to celebrate a Culture of Call Sunday, or series of Sundays, 
at least once a year, possibly on or around Pentecost, lifting stories of callings to various ministries, including but 
not limited to, Ordained, Consecrated, Licensed, and Lay Ministry within The United Methodist Church; and that 
each congregation encourage their members and friends to prayerfully consider how God is calling them to 
serve in the life of the Church and the wider community. 
Submitted by: East Ohio Conference Spiritual Formation Committee, East Ohio BOM Executive Committee 
The motion was approved. 

 Resolution 2019-03: “Maintain Unity through the Structural Realignment of The United Methodist Church” 
This resolution calls for the East Ohio Annual Conference 2020 General Conference delegation to work in favor 
of a structural realignment of the United Methodist Church that creates an expression of Wesleyan Methodism 
that allows both traditional and progressive understandings of LGBTQ+ Clergy and same-gender weddings to co-
exist within the Church; and that the East Ohio Annual Conference notify the Council of Bishops that the 
stipulations of the Traditional Plan represent neither the spirit nor the practice of mutual love and shared 
mission of our annual conference. 
Submitted by: Rev. Dan Bryant, Rev. Karen Oehl, Tim Beck, Rev. Andrew Call, Rev. Joe Burkhardt, Rev. Kimberly 
Arbaugh, and The Young Clergy Network 
The motion was not approved. 

 Resolution 2019-04: “Educate and Inform the Conference Concerning the Need for Reform of Post Release 
Sexual Offender Laws such as Public Registries and Residency Restrictions” 
This resolution calls for the East Ohio Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church to encourage the 
Board of Church and Society to investigate how the conference could best respond to the issue of the need for 
reform of post release sexual offender laws including: How to best educate United Methodists, whether and how 
to interact with lawmakers about reforms; and any recommendations of the Conferences Board of Church and 
Society be brought to the 2020 Annual Conference for review and/or action. 



Submitted by: Dennis P. Brinton 
The motion was approved. 

 Resolution 2019-05: “A Healthy Way Forward” 
This resolution calls for the East Ohio Conference to acknowledge the need for a healthy way forward that is 
characterized by dialogue, mutual respect and understanding, and multiple viable pathways; and that the East 
Ohio Conference make known and embrace four tenets developed by the diverse leadership and constituency of 
UMC Next: 1) We long to be passionate followers of Jesus Christ, committed to a Wesleyan vision of Christianity, 
anchored in scripture and informed by tradition, experience and reason as we live a life of personal piety and 
social holiness. 2) We commit to resist evil, injustice and oppression in all forms and toward all people and build 
a church which affirms the full participation of all ages, nations, races, classes, cultures, gender identities, sexual 
orientations, and abilities. 3) We reject the Traditional Plan approved at General Conference 2019 as 
inconsistent with the gospel of Jesus Christ and will resist its implementation. 4) We will work to eliminate 
discriminatory language and the restrictions and penalties in The Discipline regarding LGBTQ persons. We affirm 
the sacred worth of LGBTQ persons, celebrate their gifts, and commit to being in ministry together. 
Submitted by: Joy Parker, Dr. Martha Banks, Jason Hockran, Rev. Dianne Tobey Covault, Kelsey Orosan, Rev. Dan 
Bryant, Connor Prusha, William Jones 
The motion was not approved. 

Petitions: 

 Petition 2019-01: “Jurisdictional and Central Conference Equivalency” 
The motion was not approved. 

 Petition 2019-02: “Remove Geographical Restrictions on Jurisdictional Conferences” 
The motion was not approved. 

 Petition 2019-03: “Establish Process of Reinstatement of Provisional Membership” 
The motion was approved. 

 Petition 2019-04: “Add Domestic Violence to the List of Chargeable Offenses” 
The motion was not approved. 

Annual Conference 2020 is June 15-18, 2020 at Lakeside Chautauqua. The last Annual Conference using the 
quadrennial theme Bearing Fruit that Lasts: Called, Committed, Connected will underscore the importance of being 
connected to God and to our neighbors if we are to bear fruit by making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world. 

*Rick Wolcott is director of Communications for the East Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church. 

 

https://eocumcnews.com/2019/06/14/east-ohio-2019-annual-conference-report/48037930996_603058ec47_o/
https://eocumcnews.com/2019/06/14/east-ohio-2019-annual-conference-report/48040571161_199183f801_o/
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