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 Have you ever had an identity crisis? 
Wondered who you were and why you 
were here? I had such a situation over the 
Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays. 
  I haveéer, had a 1979 black and red 
Chevrolet Malibu Classic car which 
belonged to my Dad and 
was made the same year 
as our son Andrew. But 
it was younger daughter 
Kathryn who fell in love 
with the Malibu, 
originally of Nashville, 
Tennessee. 
 Her Christmas list 
this year was simple: (1.) 
Time with my wonderful 
family (awwww), and 
(2.) The Chevy Malibu 
to drive back home to 
North Carolina (what?). 
 After the shock 
wore off, through much 
thought and prayer, I 
relented. Picked her up 
from the airport, stood in 
line at the BMV, and they would not 
notarize my signature. Why? Because my 
name on the auto title and my drivers 
license did not match. One said òJ. Rogeró 
and one said òJohn R.ó They did not know 
me. 
 So we had to drive back to Huron, 
present myself to the local banker who 
does know me, to have the title 
transferred. 
 Our identity is all about relationship, 
isnõt it? And being known. 
 So if somebody would ask you, 
òWho are you and why are you here?ó 
without using your name, how would you 
answer? 
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Mary and Joseph had to present the 
baby Jesus to the Temple priest 8 days 
after the infantõs birth, for Jewish ritual 
purification. They could only afford a 
pair of turtledoves as offering. But the 
Holy Family was assured of Jesusõ 

identity as a member of 
the faith community. 
Especially when the 
priest Simeon and 
prophet Anna testified 
that Jesus was the 
Messiah foretold. 
Simeon was not the 
scheduled priest on 
duty that day, but the 
Holy Spirit beckoned 
him to come. 
 As we step out into 
a new year, how often 
still, as we listen to 
Godõs inner voice, does 
the Holy Spirit guide us 
to a place that we had 
not intended to go. But 
where we intersect with 

a blessing unforseen that changes our 
future course. 
 Such was the case when I was a 
student at the American University in 
Washington, D.C. in the 1970õs. I was 
introduced to Andrew Young, who had 
been a top associate of the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Rev. Young was 
running for Congress in Atlanta, and 
invited me to join his campaign staff 
(since I could still speak Southern, 
yõall). 
 On the desk in his office was an 
identity name plaque which said 
simply, òAndrew Jackson Young ð Just 

(Continued on page 8) 

WHO AM I? 
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Senior Luncheon 
 
 The 
Senior 
Luncheon 
of the 
Huron 
United 
Methodist 
Church 
will be held on the third Thursday, 
February l6th in the Fellowship Hall 
at 11:30 a.m. The program that day 
will be presented by Julie Spitzley 
(formerly Julie Dreffer) who has 
recently returned to Huron with her 
family and who is establishing a coffee 
business here. Julie will share her 
knowledge of coffee, as well as the 
actual product.  
 Our caterer will compliment the 
presentation with two wonderful 
desserts: chocolate cake and creamy 
cheesecake topped with cherries. The 
rest of the menu that day will be meat 
loaf, roasted red skin potatoes, 
California blend vegetables and bread 
and butter.   
 The meal is catered by Janet 
Majoy and costs $7.00 per person. 
You make your reservation by signing 
the list in the Welcome Center or by 
calling Judi Graham at 419-433-5609 
no later than Monday, February 13th.  
 Come and enjoy comfort food 
and a comfortable church community. 
Who could ask for anything more on 
a cold winter day? 

Lay Speakers Training 
 

Basic & Advanced 
 

 Firelands 
District UMC Lay 
Speaker Training 
is scheduled for 
Friday & Satur-
day, April 20-21, 
2012 at Norwalk 

First UMC. Contact Rev. Roger with 
your interest and pick up a registra-
tion brochure in the Welcome Center. 

Staff Position Available 
 
 Huron United Methodist Church is 
seeking a part-time Director of Christian 
Education.  The Director of Christian 
Education serves under the direction of 
the Pastor. The candidate develops, im-
plements, and coordinates a ministry of Christian Education programs for chil-
dren, youth, and adults centered on worship, mission, and discipleship. The 
preferred person should have experience in education or Christian Education 
roles and be supportive of the United Methodist tradition. The candidate 
should also possess strong managerial and organizational skills as well as be 
able to recruit and direct volunteers and work with the children and youth pro-
grams. Interested candidates should contact the church offices at 338 Williams 
Street, Huron, OH. The deadline for accepting applications is February 29, 2012. 

SUPER BOWL 

The Senior HYM Class will make subs for  
your Super Bowl Party on  

Sunday, February 5th 
The foot -long subs are made with lean meats.  

Place your order at the Welcome Center or call 419 -433-6139. 

Cost $7.00 each 
Subs can be picked up and paid for in the Fellowship Hall  

after the 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. Services.  
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Book Review &  

Bible Study 
 
 Beginning 
Sunday, February 
5th at 9:00 a.m. 
for 5 weeks, we 
will be reading 
the book 
Heaven Is For 
Real (a #1 New 
York Times Best-
seller) by Todd Burpo. Study will be 
led by Jackie Hamilton. Call 419-271-
0441 with questions. Please purchase 
the book at your convenience (i.e. at 
Amazon.com, local bookstore). 

Confirmation Class 

to Offer Goodies 
 

 The  7th and 8th graders of the 
HUMC Confirmation Class will hold 
a Bake Sale on Sunday morning, Feb-
ruary 12th after both services. Bring 
an extra couple dollars to support this 
great youth group of our church! 

Secretary with required info for a 
background check.  She will also need 
a copy of your Driverõs License.  This 
information needs to be submitted 
each year and investigated.  
 Thank you greatly everyone for 
all your hard work in feeding Godõs 
little sheep.  Our hearts are 
transformed as we minister to others.  
 If you would like to help and 

Volunteer Meeting: Wednesday, 
February 15th, 4:00 p.m. 
Parent Sign-up Meeting: 
Wednesday, February 15th, 6:30 
p.m., Sunday, February 19th, after 
10:00 a.m. service 
Target start date: Wednesday, 
February 22nd 

 All volunteers please call Beth 
McFarland, Church Administrative 

Gear Up for another Fun-Filled Semester of LOGOS  

have not signed up yet, please do so at 
the Welcome Center.  We are still in 
need of a Recreation Leader and 4 
table parents each week. Contact: 
Jackie Hamilton, Logos Director, 419-
271-0441 or 419-433-4063. 

Friday, February 10th  
6:00-8:00 p.m. 

HUMC Fellowship Hall  
ǒ 

Catered meal includes: cheese plate,  
Signature Roast Sirloin & Pomodoro Chicken,  
green beans, redskin potatoes and dessert. 

 

Floor show: featuring talented members of the church.  
 

Cost is $17.00 per person. Reservations are required.  
 

Tickets are available after services in the Narthex  
and during the week in the Church Office.  

 

Contact: Stephanie Kramer, 419-616-3454. 
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An Invitation! 
HUMC SPEAKER SERIES FOR WOMEN: 

REVIVE, REFRESH, RENEW! 

*For Women Of All Ages and Stages!* 
 

Come REVIVE your spirit, REFRESH your soul, 
RENEW your passion for Christ!  

 

Saturday, February 18th, 8:15 - 9:30 AM  
 

Huron United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall  
338 Williams Street, Huron  

 

BRING A FRIEND!  Doors open at 8 AM.    
Coffee and refreshments served.  Handicapped accessible. 

 

Announcing our February Topic:   
Bad Girls of the Bible , a DVD presentation  
with beloved humor writer, Liz Curtis Higgs 

 

Women everywhere marvel at those "good girls" in Scripture - Sarah, Mary, 
Esther - but on most days, that's not who they see when they look in the 
mirror. Most women (if they're honest) see the selfishness of Sapphira or the 
deception of Delilah. They catch a glimpse of Jezebel's take-charge pride or 
Eve's disastrous disobedience. Like Bathsheba, Herodias, and the rest, 
today's modern woman is surrounded by temptations, exhausted by the 
demands of daily living, and burdened by her own desires.  
So what's a good girl to do? Learn from their lives, says beloved humor writer 
Liz Curtis Higgs, and by God's grace, choose a better path. In Bad Girls of 
the Bible, Higgs offers a unique and clear-sighted approach to understanding 
those "other women" in Scripture, combining a contemporary retelling of their 
stories with a solid, verse-by-verse study of their mistakes and what lessons 
women today can learn from them. 

We will begin in the Fellowship Hall for refreshments and fellowship, and move to our refurbished 
sanctuary to view this DVD using our new projection system.  Hope to see you then!  
 

This event is free and open to the public! 
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Come One, Come All... 
to our 

Beat the 
Winter Blues 

Event 
on Sunday, February 26th from 11:15 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.   

 

We will have a bounce castle, corn hole, and bowling for the kids 
(both big and little!) and table games for the adults.  Lunch will be 
hot dogs and chili, with drinks provided.  Please bring a dessert 
to share.  
 

There will be a Chili Cook-Off, so if you make a great chili, please 
sign up in the Welcome Center to bring a pot of it to share!  You 
may be the big winner! 
 

Please be sure to sign up in the Huron UMC Welcome Center!  
You wonôt want to miss this afternoon of fun and fellowship! 

Sunday School  
 
 Our church is blessed with 
some wonderful Sunday School 
classes and amazing teachers.  If 
you are not a member of a Sunday School class, maybe now is a good time to 
think about joining one! There are classes for three-year-olds through adults, 
and an adult-tended nursery for the very little ones. Refreshments are also 
available in Fellowship Hall during the Sunday School hour. So why not 
consider joining a class from 9:00 - 9:45 a.m. on Sunday mornings? There is a 
seat waiting for you!  Please check the class list in the HUMC Welcome 
Center.   Operation Christmas 

Child Update 
 
 Thank you to all who supported 
the Operation Christmas Child 
project in November!   You made it 
possible for us to send 22 shoeboxes 
filled with goodies to children around 
the world, making their Christmas a 
lot brighter!  We received notification 
that our boxes were sent to the 
countries of Mali, Ukraine, 
Zimbabwe, Ecuador, and Albania. 

 

Share Some Love  

This Month 
 
 This year, we will collect for 
Operation Christmas Child 
throughout the entire year, making it 
easier for folks to shop a little 
at a time, and making 
it easier to put the 
boxes together 
at the end.  
For 
the 
month 
of February, we will 
collect small, new toys.  Ideas are: 
small cars, balls, dolls, kazoos, 
harmonicas, yo-yos, jump ropes, small 
Etch-a-sketch, Slinky, toys that light 
up or make noise (extra batteries are 
helpful too).  Please put your 
donations into the container in the 
HUMC Welcome Center during the 
month of February.  Thanks for your 
help! 
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