
Huron United Methodist Church, 338 
Williams Street. Weõll give them to 
families we know, and the rest to the 
school guidance counselor for 
distribution throughout the year. 
School is hard enough, costs do mount 
up, boys and girls get easily 
embarrassed, and every child needs the 
proper tools. The Huron Schools 
supplies list is on the table next to our 
collection box. (I have changed some 
details of this story to protect the 
identity of this family.) 
 As I met with a young family who 
wanted to join the church this summer, 
I asked them, òWhy?ó Their response 
was, òWe get frightfully busy and 
stressed out to the max. It is a struggle 
to get here, but when we do, we finally 
relax. After a couple hours of worship, 

study, and talking 
with friends, our 
spiritual batteries 
are re-charged 
and weõre ready 
for another week. 
The kids feel the 
same way. Itõs fun. 
We all need a 

break from the 
breakneck 
routine.ó 

 So as 
we 
prepare 

for a new 
fall season, letõs 

jot down a 
òBALANCE 
SHEETó for our 
lives like we would 
(Continued on page 2) 
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 A couple weeks ago, a cute, tall, 
skinny, curly-headed, middle school boy 
wandered into the church, lugging a bag 
of toys. I introduced myself and asked 
him what he was doing over the summer 
and what he was carrying. He matter-of-
factly replied that his family was living 
with relatives and didnõt have room for 
his toys, so he was bringing them to the 
church to donate to Care and Share. òFor 
those is needó, he said. 
 Then after we had talked for a while, 
he sheepishly asked whether the church 
ever collected school supplies. I said we 
never had, but why did he ask? His reply 
was that school was coming up and he 
and his sister needed some notebooks and 
pencils, maybe a ruler and paper, a few 
folders. I asked around, one of our lay 
members did some research and found 
that this was a 
need in our 
community 
but nobody 
has taken it as 
a project. 
 So, as you 
shop around 
for your own 
family, or if 
you do 
not 
have 
school 
age children, 
how about 
picking up 
some extra 
school supplies 
òfor those in 
needó? Just drop 
them off at the 
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for a business or family budget. Only this time use Godõs 
priorities, which will make us the happy people He intended. 
What will we do to develop our intellectual, physical, and 
spiritual selves in equal proportions? Is something missing? 
Are we becoming flabby in any one area? Or, maybe more if we 
do only one thing all the time and neglect the others? That way 
we can glorify God by exercising all of the gifts that He gave 
us. Having raised two children into adulthood, I know how 
easy it is to slip back out of balance. 
 The easiest priority to let slip is the spiritual. We may not 
notice at first, but as the strains of daily life pull upon us, 
cracks will develop in our individual and familyõs foundation. 
In the six years that Iõve served the Huron community, Iõve 
ministered with children and youth confronted up-close and 
personal with life-threatening illnesses and death. They need 
their faith and parents/adults who prioritize/exemplify faith 
development. Most people who come to a personal faith do so 
when theyõre young. Itõs literally the ògift that keeps on givingó 
throughout their entire lives. As we help them to grow, we 
grow ourselves, to òlove the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all 
your strength.ó (Deuteronomy 6:4, Matthew 22:3 7, Mark 
12:29, and Luke 10:27) 
 May the peace of God bless you anew, into balance. 

(ReflectionsñContinued from page 1)  

Musings from Annual 

Conference 
 
 Thanks for the opportunity to represent the 
Huron Church at Annual Conference. What a 
privilege. This was quite a change from the West 
Michigan Conferences which I attended for many 
years before moving here. 
 Conference Theme this year was òThis Is Our 
Storyó 
 From the opening bell and Communion to the 
adjournment, this was an experience to remember. 
Bishop John Hopkins challenged us with inspiring 
messages and maintained order through occasional 
difficult moments. 
 The Morning Worship services were special 
experiences for all of us. In addition to Bishop 
Hopkins, we were privileged to have Bishop Thomas 
Bickerton, whose messages kept us all awake (Hoover 
Auditorium was warm ñ no air conditioning with 
nearly 2000 present). Rev. James Roberson (Cabinet 
Dean) asked us òIf every church member was exactly 
like me, what kind of a church would this church be?ó 
ñ how would we answer that? Rev. Wanda Wilson 
challenged us to òstep outside our comfort zoneó. The 
baton was passed to us (remember Rev. Rogerõs 
Children Chat). We came away changed ñ we can 
never be the same after these messages. 
 Special music was really a highlight. The òRe-
Creationó quartet during Tuesday AM service brought 
a standing ovation ñ as did the EWA Korean 
womenõs choir (had the privilege to attend a full dress 
rehearsal). 
 Voting for representatives to General and 
Jurisdictional Conferences went quite smoothly but 
sometimes disappointing ñ when as many as 130 of 
751 ballots cast on one vote were declared invalid due 
to our failure to follow rather explicit instructions 
(ouch). 
 Legislative items posed some minor problems ñ
handled very well by Bishop Hopkins. 
 Offerings for specials ñ including mosquito nets 
for Angola (over one million die from malaria each year 
in Africa and 70% are children), gifts of flood buckets 
and health kits and other special offerings provided 
opportunities for awareness and service (giving was 
generous). 
 I could only wish that all of you could have 
attended. The United Methodist East Ohio 
Conference is still very much ALIVE.  
 Thanks again,  
 Lee Turner 

So You Want to Make Music???  

 
 If you have been sitting around the 
house this summer wondering what in 
the heck can you do with all of that spare 
time??? How about joining choir this year? 
We rehearse Wednesdays from 7:00 pm 
to 8:00 pm, starting in September (the 
5th). We would love to have you join us- 
even if you aren't sure you have the "right 
stuff".......all are welcome. 

Pastorõs Vacation 

 
 Rev. Roger will be on vacation August 28 - September 5, 
celebrating his son Andrew's wedding on Saturday, September 
1st. Rev. Evelyn Bonnell will preach and celebrate communion 
with us in his absence on Sunday, September 2nd and also be 
on call in case of a funeral. Please contact the church office 
with any needs for pastoral care during this time. Please be in 
prayer for your pastor and his family during this special time. 
 Thank you, Staff Parish Relations Committee  
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Youõre Invited 

 
 You are cordially invited to the 
HUMC's Church Conference on 
Sunday, October 28th, from 5:00-7:00 
p.m. at Collins United Methodist 
Church, 4151 Hartland Center Road, 
Collins. Any questions, please contact 
Rev. Roger or Carolyn Wiseman. 

Sunday 8:00 a.m. 

Service returns to 

Sanctuary on 

September 9th  

Dream Day with Dirk 

Part 2 
 
 Dream Day with Dirk Part 2 will 
be happening on Sunday, November 
4th, 11:00 a.m. with lunch. Childcare 
will be provided.  
 During our last Dream Day, we 
brainstormed our church strengths, 
learned all about the future faith 
demographics of Huron, and realized 
the challenges of a church our size. 
 Next, we want to summarize our 
findings and take the next steps 
toward goal setting an plans for our 
future together. 
 So you want to be a part of this 
progressive pathway toward 
tomorrow. Mark it on your calendar 
now! Dream Day with Dirk Elliott, 
our East Ohio Conference 
Congregational Development 
Director, Sunday, November 4th, 11:00 
a.m. 

Summary of the 2007 East Ohio  

Annual Conference 
from The Firelands Flame District Newsletter,  
by Sally Nelson-Olin, District Superintendent  


